
 
 

August 7, 2020 

 

 

Chair Mazer and Members of the Planning Board: 

 

In their November decision the Historic Preservation Board found that the proposed Munjoy HIll 

Historic District meets the applicable designation criteria under Section 14-610 a and b as 

well as Section 14-611. Specifically they cited Section 14-610 a.1., finding that the documentation 

presented to them demonstrated that the proposed Munjoy Hill Historic District has, “value as a 

significant example of the cultural, historic, architectural, archeological or related aspect of the 

heritage of the City of Portland, State of Maine, New England region, or the United States”.  

 

Designation of the proposed Munjoy Hill Historic District clearly supports the goals of Portland’s 

Plan 2030, as stated in the February 7, 2020 Memorandum to the Planning Board from Christine 

Grimando, Director, Department of Planning and Urban Development, “From the first pages of 

Portland’s Plan 2030, and consistently throughout the document, historic preservation is 

acknowledged as central to the City’s vision, including not only existing local designations but 

potential future designations. It is also acknowledged as integral to Portland’s economic 

development strategy, its sustainability goals, and to a multidimensional housing strategy.” 

 

As with the 11 other historic districts in Portland, buildings within the proposed district have been 

altered over time, but the board found enough buildings within the proposed boundaries had 

sufficient integrity of location, design, materials, condition and workmanship to be worthy of 

preservation. Greater Portland Landmarks supported this decision and found that in addition to 

the inclusive public input process, the detailed discussions and deliberations of the board over 

four workshops, two site walks and a public hearing were thorough and well-reasoned. 

 

We support the historic district for myriad reasons: 

●  it will conserve mid-19th century residential buildings developed to house the families of 

workers associated with the Portland Company (1846) and the Atlantic & St. Lawrence 

Railroad (1845).  



● it will be the first district in Portland that will protect homes of the city’s early Black and 

immigrant residents, a powerful step that will ensure we can tell the complete story of the 

history of our waterfront community.  

● it will ensure that the dwellings that serve as a backdrop to the historic Eastern Promenade 

and Fort Allen will be protected from demolition. 

● it will ensure that new construction, as well as building alterations, within the proposed 

district will be undertaken in a manner that is complementary to the scale, massing, and 

character of the existing housing stock, while meeting the modern needs of its residents. 

● Portland faces many challenges, including preparing for the impacts of climate change. 

Historic Preservation is recycling on a large scale. Re-use matters. 

 

In the last five years nearly 400 units of new housing were created in Portland’s landmark 

buildings and historic districts, including 324 units of affordable housing. While only 8% of 

Portland’s land area is protected under the historic district ordinance, those 324 affordable 

units represent nearly 30% of the affordable new units created or approved in the city 

during the same period.  

 

The historic district has been overwhelmingly supported in public comment throughout the 

designation process. More than 70% of the written and in-person public comment has been in 

favor of the proposed district. This designation is an important final step in a comprehensive 

planning initiative begun in late 2017. We urge you to now recommend the historic district to the 

City Council.  

 

Thank you for considering our views. 

 

Cordially, 

 
Sarah Hansen, Executive Director 

Greater Portland Landmarks 


