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STYLE: Italian Renaissance Revival
ARCHITECT: Francis H. Fassett & Edward Fassett
DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1896-1915

Standing on the hillside of Mellen Street in the Deering Avenue area of Portland, the Church of 
The Sacred Heart is a notable feature of the architectural heritage of the city. Designed by Francis 
H. Fassett, the property is noteworthy for being his last commission before his untimely death in 
1908 partway through the church’s construction. 

The early parish struggled to raise enough funds to construct the large-scale structure that stands 
today, instead opting to first build a modest church hall, which currently acts as the church base-
ment. This building was completed in 1896 while the grander worship space was completed in 
1915. The front façade of the church reflects its orientation along Mellen Street and this asym-
metry is mirrored in the two bell towers of differing heights. Constructed of red brick with granite 
and limestone details, the church was designed in an Italian Renaissance Revival style influenced 
by european churches observed by both the parish’s priest Father O’Dowd and Francis Fassett. 
Above the large granite stepped entryway is a significant granite pediment supported by four Ionic 
columns. Above this pediment are three niches in which marble statues of religious figures stand. 
Of major significance to the property is the utilization of steel frame construction, an early use of 
the material for religious construction. This steel frame allows for the Upper Cathedral to be an 
entirely open space without the need for supporting columns that block the views of parishioners. 
These steel members can be seen in the basement levels.

THREAT
Over the years, a lack of funds has significantly hindered the maintenance and repairs of the 
Church of the Sacred Heart. The copper roof has deteriorated and disjoined, allowing for water 
infiltration into the interior of the cathedral. This has damaged the ornamental plaster and herald-
ing angels. The two bell towers of the church have been recently repaired, but their ornamental 
metal figures of the cross and the sacred heart have been compromised due to weathering and 
deterioration.

OPPORTUNITY
The building is intact and in use by an active and diverse congregation, which sponsors many 
social service functions that benefit the community at large.  Church members are proud of the 
building and its history and have been conducting a fundraising campaign for over three years to 
raise funds for preservation projects. They need a wider base of funding support to achieve their 
goal of $200,000 to repair and preserve the copper roof, historic stained glass windows, cupola 
details, and plaster work. The congregation is working to obtain National Register designation. 
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