
FLAG DAY
Portland Observatory Museum

SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2014
F R E E  A D M I S S I O N  n  9  A M – 6  P M

Spend one hour or all day celebrating the opening of the  
1807 Portland Observatory Museum and the rich history of Munjoy Hill!

9 am Welcome and raising flags 

9 am – 6 pm Tours of the Portland  
Observatory Museum
Volunteers will be stationed on each floor  
to answer your questions. Complimentary passes  
valid for the 2014 season will be given if crowds  
require limiting numbers of visitors in the tower.

Noon – 3 pm Craft activities for children
Children’s activities and scavenger hunts  
throughout the day.

10 am – 4 pm Walking tour of Eastern Cemetery
Hourly tours of Eastern Cemetery,  
presented by Spirits Alive.

Presented by Greater Portland Landmarks in 
cooperation with the City of Portland. 

The Portland Observatory Museum is located 
at 138 Congress Street. 

Open daily May 25 through Columbus Day, 
October 13, from 10 am–5:00 pm.

For more information:  
www.portlandlandmarks.org

SPECIAL THANKS FOR SUPPORT OF THIS EVENT:

Western Promenade Neighborhood, Portland

Saturday, June 7, 2014
from 5:30 – 10:00 p.m.

Choose a pre-gala cocktail party at one of 8 historic homes  
in the West End neighborhood of Portland, then join all guests 

at the John W. Burrowes House (1898) for a  
festive gala featuring silent auction, music by the  
Bellamy Jazz Band, and delicious refreshments.

Tickets available now! Call 207-774-5561 to reserve yours today!

Greater Portland Landmarks

Bangor Savings Bank n M.R. Brewer n CBRE/The Boulos Company 

Key Bank n Keller Williams/The Hatcher Group n Maine Home & Design

SPRING HISTORIC 
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A t his recent 50th anniversary keynote 

lecture, Morrison Heckscher emphasized that the 
people who dedicated their energy, connections, and 

resources defined the preservation movement. This observation 
is particularly timely for Landmarks.

Many of the leaders who founded Landmarks stepped forward to 
contest political forces and development pressures, and through their 
advocacy and actions preserved and transformed our community. As 
Landmarks celebrates its 50th year, we remain at the ready to engage 
in front-line preservation where the region needs it most. 

We are also experiencing the loss of friends and supporters who 
played essential roles for the organization. It is with sadness that I report 
that the past few months have brought news of the passing of four dear 
friends of Landmarks. 

Joe Drummond was a native of Portland and grew up in the Western 
Promenade neighborhood. He loved the city, and was active in a wide 
range of community organizations. After he retired from a career in edu-
cational fundraising, I persuaded him to join the Landmarks board to 
share his wisdom and help us with development efforts. He had friends 
and connections throughout the city and state, and was generous with 
his wit and charm, personal and professional guidance, and knowledge 
of the history of the people and places in Maine. 

Susan Wroth was involved in the early years of Landmarks when 
Urban Renewal was changing the face of Portland, and citizens rallied to 
save the city’s historic buildings from destruction. At the time of her passing she was a trustee of Maine Preservation 
and member of the City of Portland’s historic preservation board. Sue was passionate about preservation, both 
in Portland and around the state, and was instrumental in establishing preservation and conservation easements 
to preserve the beautiful Sabbathday Lake Shaker community in New Gloucester. 

Bob Armitage was a local architect who loved to share his knowledge of historic buildings and architecture 
with others. He owned several landmark buildings on State Street, near Landmarks’ former headquarters, and was 
active at the Cathedral Church of St. Luke, so when he became a docent for Landmarks he brought a personal 
perspective on the architecture to incorporate into his tours. Bob was enthusiastic and generous with his time 
training other tour guides and developing special tours for groups from kids to adults. 

Nelle Kozodoy was one of the first docents at Landmarks. She lived near the Western Promenade in a 
Queen Anne Style cottage surrounded by perennial gardens. She was especially interested in the decorative 
elements of buildings, stained glass, and religious symbols, and developed tours highlighting the stained glass 
windows and churches of Portland. Giving tours until she was in her late 80s, Nelle had a special affinity for 
children and inspired people of all ages to look at the buildings around them and to learn about the history 
of the city where they live. 

Greater Portland has benefitted immeasurably from the tireless efforts of these dedicated preservationists.  
We plan to honor them by building on their great work over the next 50 years. n

People Who Define Preservation 

HILARY BASSETT 
Executive Director

Hilary D. Bassett
Executive Director

Christopher Closs
Preservation  
Services Advisor

Shawn Hunt 
Office and 
Development Assistant

Kate White Lewis
Director of Development

Jennifer Pollick
Manager of 
Education Programs

Margaret Perkins
Office Coordinator

Robert E. Cleaves IV
Malcolm L. Collins
Joseph Conforti
James Cram 
Francesca Galluccio-Steele
Ed Gardner
Richard Gilbane
Kate Griffith
Nancy Ladd
Julie Larry
Candice Thornton Lee
Patrick Morin
Nick Morrill
Nicholas Noyes
Sally G. Oldham
Karyn Pellow
Cordelia Pitman
David Robinson
Harvey Rosenfeld
Nate Stevens
Ruth Townsend Story

Marjorie Getz
President 

Thomas Elliman
First Vice President

Carol DeTine
Second Vice President

Michael Mertaugh
Secretary/Clerk

Tom Dowd
Treasurer

Sharon Miller, 
Member at Large

93 High Street
Portland, ME 04101
(207) 774-5561
www.portlandlandmarks.org

The Landmarks Observer is published by Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc., printed quarterly and mailed to the membership 
of Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc. Additional copies are distributed free to the general public. Reproduction of its 
copyrighted contents and derivative works are encouraged in the cause of preservation. However, in order to constitute 
authorization for republication, bylines must be retained and the credit should read: “From the Greater Portland 
Landmarks Observer” followed by the date and volume number of the issue. For advertising rates and information 
please contact Greater Portland Landmarks at (207) 774-5561 ext. 105. Copyright © Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc. 2014
Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Eric D. Altholz
Eleanor G. Ames
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Howard Arnold
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John W. Ryan
Gail S. Schwarzer
Aurelia C. Scott
Jeffrey Selser
John C. Serrage

Lynn E. Shaffer
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Tom Stoughton
Sam W. Van Dam
Jos Van Mierlo
Barbara Vestal
John C. Watson
Carol Wilson
Donald N. Zillman

ADVISORY TRUSTEES
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Hilary Bassett, Editor in Chief

Daphne Howland, Editor

O’Brien Design, Graphic Design

Margaret Perkins, Advertising Sales

The mission of Greater Portland Landmarks is to preserve and revitalize the architectural 
fabric, history, and character of Greater Portland—renewing our neighborhoods, spurring 
economic development, and keeping Portland one of the most livable cities in America.

Greater Portland Landmarks 
is supported by a generous 
Challenge Grant from the 
National Endowment for  
the Humanities.

S TAFF
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE TRUSTEES

Call for Nominations
■n Structures and Landscapes: for 
projects of any scale, type, or budget, 
including adaptive use, rehabilitation, 
restoration, stewardship, and/or  
new construction related to properties 
over 50 years old, National Register 
properties, or properties located  
in historic districts.

■n People and Programs: for individuals, 
groups, or special initiatives that 
promote historic preservation, 
preserve historic resources,  
and/or create a long term impact  
on preservation in the areas of 
Education and Planning or  
Advocacy and Public Policy.

Projects must be located in the greater 
Portland area and have been completed 
between Jan. 1, 2008 and Dec. 31, 2013 

Nominations due: July 14, 2014

Awards presented: Sept. 29, 2014

For application information see:  
www.portlandlandmarks.org

2014 
Preservation 
Honor Awards

Greater Portland Landmarks 
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Portland’s Women in Preservation
Women have been a 
critical force not only in 
saving key buildings but 
also in changing the city’s 
approach to its historic fabric.

T
he aerican historic reser-
vation oveent oes uch 
to women’s volunteer efforts, and the 
Portland area is no different. The effort 
often recognized as the fi rst major pres-

ervation movement was Ann Pamela Cunningham’s 
campaign to save George Washington’s Virginia farm, 
Mount Vernon. 

Today we accept the importance of keeping George 
Washington’s home as a national treasure, but that wasn’t 
true in the 19th century when the farm’s future was in 
doubt. Cunningham formed the Mount Vernon’s Ladies 
Association, which includes a regent and vice regent from 
each state and oversees the farm to this day, after receiving 
a note from her mother in 1853 that read, “If the men 
of America have seen fi t to allow the home of its most 
respected hero to go to ruin, why can’t the women of 
America band together to save it?”

“Of course, what we need to remember about women 
in preservation is that women have been crucial to the 
movement since the beginning in this country,” says Earle 
Shettleworth, state historian. “In Portland, there’s a long 
tradition of women playing pivotal roles in the preserva-
tion of our past. Probably the fi rst person we would cite 
would be Ann Longfellow Pierce.”

Pierce was Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s sister, who 
turned down a generous purchase offer on the house that 
still stands in Portland today, because the would-be buyer 

was planning to tear it down. Meanwhile, Shettleworth 
says, in 1908, Margaret Mussey Sweat deeded her home, 
the McClellen House, to the Portland Society of Art, and 
for many years she served as Maine’s vice regent to the 
Mount Vernon’s Ladies Association.

It was Edith Sills who formed the Sills Committee 
after the destruction of Union Station in 1961 and 

launched the movement here.
“Mrs. Sills was the wife of 

the president of Bowdoin at 
the time, and that’s impor-
tant because it meant that she 
had this huge constituency of 
Bowdoin alumni in the city of 
Portland,” says Jane Moody, 
who was active in the formation 
and early years of Landmarks 
and co-author of the Portland 

book. “They understood the value of saving old build-
ings, but the city of Portland did not. It was the period 
of ‘model cities’ when it was easier to tear down than 
restore or repair.”

Moody says that the women 
who were involved in the move-
ment in those days were less like-
ly to have jobs once they were 
married and so devoted their 
time to volunteering. The pres-
ervation movement took a lot 
of activism, and Moody thinks 
that women may have been 
more suited to the fi ght because 
many of the men didn’t like the controversy that pres-
ervation activism sometimes required. “Maybe we were 
a little braver, I don’t know,” Moody says. “I think the 
city is more aware now. It certainly isn’t the battle it was 
in the 1960s.”

While the women involved in these infl uential days 
of preservation at Landmarks might not have had a job, 
they were nevertheless educated and strong organizers, 
says Pam Plumb, Landmarks fi rst executive director, who 
has also served as Portland’s mayor and has been highly 
active in helping shape its development.

“Not that men didn’t, but there were women who 
brought a lot of brainpower to the table,” says Plumb. 
“It was the Junior League that brought on the executive 
director, that formed the committees. These women were 
good and they were smart and they did high quality 
work. When they printed a book, they printed a high 
quality book. Women were in 
control and showing leadership 
and using energy and making 
things happen.”

Maryl ee Dodge was the 
member of the Junior League 
who was instrumental in the 
group choosing Landmarks as 
the organization that would 
receive its formidable resources. 

“I think that there were a lot 
of nonprofi ts that were almost like ladies clubs and they 
were more interested in what you had for tea when you 
had a meeting,” Dodge says. “I was a member of the 
Junior League and whenever we took on a new project, 
usually to help a nonprofi t out of a jam, we’d usually pick 
two possible projects and a member of the committee 
would research one and argue for it. I was the chair of 
the committee that was looking into Landmarks and the 
How House project. I was a history major in college and 
always enjoyed history, and my husband and his family 
were old house buffs. I argued for Landmarks’ project 
over the other one, which I can’t remember what it was. 
They needed some money and someone to give them the 
impetus to make a name for themselves.” n

resurgence
engineering and preservation, inc.

alfred h. hodson iii, p.e.

132 brentwood street

portland, me 04103

v/f (207) 773-4880

al@resurgenceengineering.com

www.resurgenceengineering.com

engineering assessments and structural design to
preserve and renovate historic buildings and structures

The Danforth Group of Wells Fargo Advisors 
Is Proud To Sponsor Greater Portland Landmarks

Danforth anchors, once made here in Portland, are the anchor of choice for 
helmsmen seeking stability in treacherous water. Additionally, Danforth 
compasses and course plotters have been instrumental in assisting helmsmen 
chart and navigate steady courses home.

The Danforth Group — consistency, sound mapping, and steady navigation. We 
are here to assist you in building a fi nancially secure future for you and your family.

DANFORTH GROUP 
T H E  

 

CHARTING YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE

Two Portland Square  •  Portland, Maine 04101
207-774-5626 OFFICE       800-424-4452 x243 TOLL-FREE

www.thedanforthgroup.wfadv.com

Investment and Insurance Products:     NOT FDIC Insured   NO Bank Guarantee   MAY Lose Value
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affi liate of Wells Fargo & Company.  0214-01028 02/14

from left: Jay S. Tobias, Senior Vice President – Investments, 
Sarah J. Halpin, CFP®, First Vice President – Investments
Jack P. Zinn, AAMS®, PIM Portfolio Manager, Accredited 
Investment Fiduciary (AIF®), Senior Vice President – Investments

As Maine’s largest independent 
bank, we’re dedicated to 

supporting businesses that 
protect our Maine landmarks 

and communities. As we 
see it, what helps make our 

communities stronger makes 
all of Maine stronger.  

And that’s what we’re about. 

Member FDIC1.877.Bangor1 | www.bangor.com 
Member FDIC

Happy 50th Anniversary 
Greater Portland  

Landmarks!

Stone*Henge Restoration
Preserve the past. Protect your investment.

Historically Accurate Preservation Services  
for Commercial and Residential Properties

Custom Copper/Wooden Gutters;  
Down Spouts/Rain Leaders

Carpentry Services: Renovation/Wooden Siding/
Ornate Trim/Additions/Garages

Slate and Copper Roof Flashing;  
Restoration and Repair

www.SHR-LLC.com  *  (207) 831-1835

“Stone*Henge was fastidious in their care for the building,  
as well as the workmanship on our copper flashings and gutter 
system. They communicated well at every step as the projects 

progressed. We are very pleased with the final result,  
and we have recommended their work to others.” 

– Craig and Libby Owens, 104 West Street Portland, Maine ‘2007’ 

Edith Sills

Jane Moody

Pam Plumb



4 L A N D M A R K S  O B S E R V E R  /  S U M M E R  2 0 1 4  www.portlandlandmarks.org

12 unique condominiums. Remaining units start at $725,000.

118onMunjoyHill.com   

Portland living at its peak.
Envision your life here. Your condo—
designed for the way you want to live.

•	 2-3 bedroom flats
•	 Expansive views
•	 Spacious decks
•	 Indoor parking

The developers have thoughtfully created every aspect of 118 on Munjoy 
Hill—partly  because they will be living here themselves. See their Checklist 
for Condo Living at 118onMunjoyHill.com. To see all 4 floor plans as well as 
renderings, photos, and views, contact us to schedule an appointment at 
our sales center. Life@118onMunjoyHill.com 202-257-9241

While 118 on Munjoy Hill will never match the height, presence or historical 
importance of the Portland Observatory, we have aimed to design a 
complementary structure that will give 12 fortunate buyers the privilege of 
living in its shadow. We are honored to support the work of Greater Portland 
Landmarks in preserving the architectural fabric of our community and 
making Portland such a livable city. 
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Morrison Heckscher, Lawrence A. 
Fleischman Chair of the American Wing 
of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
gave an inspiring keynote lecture for 
Landmarks’ 50th anniversary in April – 
and it was thrilling to see so many of our 
friends and supporters in attendance. 
If you weren’t able to attend, the lecture is available for viewing on 
the Community Television Network website at ctn5.org. Heckscher 
drew parallels between the destruction of New York’s Penn Station and 
Portland’s Union Station, and outlined the history of New York’s park 
system, including Central Park, and the controversies it caused. He also 
highlighted key individuals who dedicated their time and energy to saving 
New York’s architectural legacy. Over 220 people attended the lecture, 
and 100 joined in a special reception following – it was a celebratory 
gathering of preservation supporters from all over Southern Maine.

Landmarks trustees Candice Thornton Lee and Carol De Tine talk with Morrison Heckscher.

Morrison Heckscher, Earle Shettleworth, and Hilary Bassett seated in the foreground, as attendees gather.

Preservation supporters filled First Parish Church (1828) for the lecture. 
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South Portland’s Willard Neighborhood 
IS FOCUS OF COLLABORATION

L
ast fall, Greater Portland 
Landmarks listed South 
Portland — which has a rich 
heritage of historic neighbor-
hoods and buildings but no 

preservation protections — as a Place 
in Peril. In response, Tom Blake, former 
mayor and current at-large city council-
or, invited Landmarks to present a work-
shop to the city council in December.

“We have been awakened,” says Blake, who would 
support formal historic preservation incentives and pro-
tections. “I for one am hoping we can come up with 
some ordinance language that can reward, entice and 
encourage people to support historic preservation. It’s 
too early to tell what that will mean. But I do know that 
as a community we have a great appreciation for history.”

Landmarks will be collaborating with the South 
Portland Historical Society to build awareness of the city’s 
historic resources. Landmarks is seeking grant support for 
a pilot architectural survey in the Willard neighborhood. 
(see related article page ) “One of the most important 
first steps in preservation is to identify the historic prop-
erties in an area. We look forward to partnering with 
the Historical Society to train community volunteers in 
survey techniques, to begin the survey process and lay 
the groundwork for future survey work,” said Landmarks 
executive director Hilary Bassett. 

“The neighborhood is one of South Portland’s old-
est - an area that was settled in earlier years as a fishing 
village adjacent to Willard Beach,” wrote South Portland 
director of planning and development Tex Haeuser in a 
letter supporting a grant application.

The neighborhood is changing greatly, especially along 
the coast, where buildings are threatened with full or par-
tial demolition or large-scale additions that don’t relate 
to what’s there. 

To show the evolution of the Willard neighborhood, 
the Historical Society is exhibiting old photographs, 
many from 1890-1900, that show Willard Square, 
Willard Beach, and other landmarks. The photographs 
are on view at their headquarters at 55 Bug Light Park 
from May until mid-October. 

Kathryn Onos DiPhilippo, executive director of the 
South Portland Historical Society, says that some of 
the old fishing shacks in the Willard neighborhood are 
in danger of being lost, as many of them already have 
been. “Typically people in the Willard neighborhood had 
been fisherman and lobstermen, and their old fishing 
shacks are very iconic. I’m not really sure if it’s clear who 
owns them or who’s responsible for them,” DiPhilippo 
says. She believes that educating people about South 
Portland’s historic properties will go far in helping pre-
serve many of them.

“Education is key. The more we can provide informa-
tion about how important it is either to keep a house in 
its original state or bring it back to an original one, the 
better,” she says.

Blake agrees. Although he believes that historic pres-
ervation rules of some kind are ideal to preserve South 
Portland’s built environment, he said educating the com-
munity about the benefits of historic preservation would 
also help. Blake teaches classes in local history and leads 
tours of historic places in the city. He believes that protect-
ing the city’s historic elements will help continue to draw 
people to restaurants and businesses in South Portland, 
calling preservation a “total plus” for the community. 

“One of the first steps is this inventory,” Blake says of 
the survey. “We can’t develop any language in the absence 
of knowledge. This is a great cause. [State historian] Earle 
Shettleworth once told me that in South Portland we 
have the most diverse housing stock. That’s a compli-
ment, and something we need to protect. n

Simple, smaller-scale buildings once typical of the neighborhood are being replaced with larger structures.  A survey will help 
identify properties that tell the history and evolution of South Portland. 

New construction is rapidly changing the face of the Willard 
area, especially near the beach

South Portland’s Willard Square is a popular destination, with businesses such as Scratch Bakery housed in older buildings. 
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GREATER PORTLAND LANDMARKS 50TH ANNIVERSARY SPRING GALA
Karyn Pellow, a nurse by profession, has served on 

the board of Greater Portland Landmarks for about 

a year and is spearheading this year’s gala, which 

will be held June 7 on a greater-than-usual scale 

in celebration of Landmarks’ 50th anniversary. 

Karyn came to Portland three years ago from New 

York, where she was deeply involved in historic 

preservation, including sitting on the board and 

serving as president of the Pelham Preservation & 

Garden Society. She loves the Portland area and 

Portland’s historic fabric, although she does miss 

at times the hustle and bustle of New York City, 

where she lived for 20 years.

How do you find Portland after so many years in  
New York?
It’s wonderful. We live in the West End because we are 
especially attracted to its historic buildings and older, 
distinctive homes. We love walking our dogs along 
the Western Promenade and in Deering Oaks Park. I 
have made so many lovely friends here. The restaurants 
are amazing and the shopping on Commercial Street 
is wonderful.

By far, the highlight for me has been joining the board 
of Greater Portland Landmarks. For a preservation group, 
GPL covers all the important elements of leading the 
Portland community to preserve its most important and 
endearing architectural elements.  

What do you think of Landmarks’ work?
I think they’ve changed the face of Portland. I’m new to 

the board but have been amazed with its leadership and 
drive. We have people like Sally Oldham, who I think 
is the queen of historic preservation and is a wonderful 
mentor to me. Landmarks seems to be involved in every 
aspect of Portland. 

Anything you’d like to see change?
Greater Portland Landmarks has been sustained by a 
dedicated group of board members and it’s important 
for us to expand our reach in the community. One thing 
that we’ve decided to focus on this year is to infuse 
the organization with more young people dedicated to 
preservation. Other groups, like the Portland Museum, 
have done a really nice job attracting a new genera-
tion of supporters. That’s in part what this gala is all 
about. We put together a large gala planning committee  
and specifically sought out new faces, particularly 

younger people who we hope will embrace the impor-
tance of preserving our local treasures. And we’re work-
ing very hard to get younger people at the Spring Gala, 
which will help strengthen the fabric of our member-
ship.

How have you done that?
I always rely on my friends and I have made many won-
derful friends here in Maine. So, I asked my friends to 
be on the committee, people at my husband’s firm, even 
neighbors who I didn’t know very well.  My experience 
in serving on other boards over the years is that new 
faces will participate in different ways. And we hope to 
find places where these young people will be able to join 
and participate in the important work of preservation 
in the years to come.

What can you tell us about the Gala on June 7?
We think it’s going to be really fun and a different 
event from previous years. Eight wonderful families 
in the West End will host cocktail parties at their 
beautiful homes, allowing people to experience the 
richness of architecture in the neighborhood and learn 
a bit about the home. At each party, a Landmarks 
board member will share a few facts on the home. It 
will give folks a chance to mix and get to know one 
another. After cocktails guests will attend the Gala for 
live entertainment, desserts, and champagne. 

We want it to be a real mix of people. Each hostess 
will have another person with her, so there will be a 
mix of people that you don’t necessarily already know. 
We’ll be growing our members at the cocktail parties! 
It’s going to be so fun.

In addition, we’ll have a silent auction with wonderful 
things for people to bid on, thanks to the amazing gen-
erosity of dozens of Portland businesses and individuals 
who contributed items. 

So we hope to have a broad, diverse group of people 
join us to celebrate our 50th anniversary. n

Karyn Pellow

WHO
We Are

Do you know about
replacement cost coverage
for your historic or antique

property and its valuable contents?
Ensure historically correct restoration.

(207) 774-6257   •   www.clarkinsurance.com

WE KNOW MORE SO YOU CAN WORRY LESS
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Our community is a better place.

thanks to you

Ed Gardner
151 Newbury Street  
Portland, Maine 04101
207-773-1919 x2 
Cell: 207-415-9943
www.Ed-Gardner.com

Let Ed Gardner help 
guide you through the 
process of buying or 

selling your property. 

Find out more about  
Ocean Gate Realty 

and how I can  
help you!

$825,000

$345,000

$345,000
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PRESERVATION SERVICES BY CHRISTOPHER W. CLOSS
Greater Portland Landmarks

Initiating Preservation Planning in Your Community:  
IDENTIFYING CULTURAL RESOURCES

T
he cultural resources sur-
vey (CRS) is the fundamental tool 
for any community that would 
like to manage development and 
protect historic properties. A CRS 

helps identify properties or districts that war-
rant protection, and local comprehensive plans 
often require a CRS before any land use-related 
ordinances that would affect historic properties 
are adopted. 

A community objective may be to cre-
ate formal historic district designations for 
neighborhoods or districts, assign landmark 
status to a park, waterfront, or archaeological 
feature, or preserve an irreplaceable landscape 
view. In any case, the process must begin with 
a methodical, property-by-property, on-the-ground 
survey of the historic resources that still exist. That 
includes photographing each property and recording 
information on a standardized form. The legal legiti-
macy of any preservation planning program depends on 
scholarly research, the accuracy of survey documents, 
the quality of photography, and meaningful interpreta-
tion of the information.

What is the Cultural Resources Survey and Who Prepares It?
Often referred to as the “architectural” or the “historic 
buildings” survey, the CRS includes the systematic inves-
tigation of all types of property at least 50 years old. It 
covers a specified area and time period. Once completed, 
the survey is a precise, reliable record of the evolution of 
a neighborhood, town or city. It provides a deep under-
standing of the significance, cultural values, and heritage 
reflected in those properties as well as a firm basis for 
informed decision-making. 

Typically, the CRS is commissioned by one of three 
entities: a nonprofit like Greater Portland Landmarks 

with an interest in protecting a community’s heritage, 
the city planning department in larger, more urban areas, 
or a state or federal agency. In smaller, more rural com-
munities, the municipality may work with its regional 
planning commission to create a cultural resources pres-
ervation chapter for the local comprehensive plan. 

Over the past 50 years, Greater Portland Landmarks 
has surveyed major portions of Portland, Westbrook, 
Falmouth, and Scarborough, and has identified hundreds 
of properties worthy of preservation. Through this work, 
the staff and volunteers at Landmarks have provided these 
communities with a priceless record of their identity and 
progress over a 300-year period. 

In Maine, local CRS’s are generally conducted with 
the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (MHPC), 
which offers technical assistance and training – and pres-
ently, funding – for survey work to help identify National 
Register-eligible properties statewide. While the cost of a 
survey is a local responsibility, matching funds are avail-
able for communities that qualify for the Certified Local 
Government (CLG) Program. Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) funds are a possible 
source as are foundation and other grants. 

When state or federal government agen-
cies conduct a CRS, it’s usually a more limited 
project where compliance with Section 106 or 
other regulations is a prerequisite for funding 
or permitting and preliminary identification 
of properties and resources eligible for listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places is 
required. 

More than 21,700 Maine properties have 
been surveyed since MHPC’s program began in 
1972, documenting many examples of historic 
architecture and landscapes that contribute to 
the character of our communities. If you live 
in a community without formal protection 

or incentives for preservation of historic resources and 
would like to begin or improve the preservation plan-
ning process, contact Chris Closs, Preservation Services 
Advisor at Greater Portland Landmarks (207) 809-9103, 
ccloss@portlandlandmarks.org; or Christi Mitchell, 
MHPC Survey Coordinator (207) 287-1453, christi.
mitchell@maine.gov); or your local town or city plan-
ning department. n

Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning: 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb24/intro.htm  
Section 106 Regulations: http://www.achp.gov/regs-rev04.pdf 
Certified Local Government program: http://www.nps.gov/nr/
publications/bulletins/strevman/strevman9.htm)

Christopher Closs
Landmarks’ Preservation Services Advisor
(207) 809-9103
ccloss@portlandlandmarks.org
Providing historic preservation technical 
assistance and tax credit pre-assessments.

SPECIAL  
PROGRAM 
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■n Dead River Company
Lead 50th Anniversary Sponsor

■n Danforth Group  
of Wells Fargo Advisors
50th Anniversary Year Sponsor

■n J.B. Brown & Sons
50th Anniversary Year Sponsor

■n Norway Savings Bank 
Education Programs Sponsor

■n 118 on Munjoy Hill
Lead Sponsor, Historic House Gala

■n The Heritage Company 
Coppersmiths
Lead Sponsor, Historic House Gala

■n Bangor Savings Bank
Historic House Gala Sponsor

■n CBRE The Boulos Company
Historic House Gala Sponsor

■n CIEE
Historic House Gala Sponsor

■n The Hatcher Group of  
Keller Williams Realty
Historic House Gala Sponsor

■n KeyBank
Historic House Gala Sponsor

■n Maine Home & Design
Historic House Gala Sponsor

■n M.R. Brewer
Historic House Gala Sponsor

■n Consigli Construction: 
Observatory Season Sponsor

■n Ocean Gate Realty: 
Observatory Season Sponsor
Lecture Series Sponsor

■n Residential  
Mortgage Services
House Tour Sponsor

■n Maine Home & Design
House Tour Sponsor

■n The Danforth Group of  
Wells Fargo Advisors
House Tour Sponsor

■n Distinctive Tile & Design
House Tour Sponsor

■n Benchmark Residential & 
Investment Real Estate
House Tour Sponsor

■n The Heritage Company 
Coppersmiths LLC
House Tour Sponsor

SLATE
■n Bernstein Shur  
Sawyer & Nelson
Portland, ME

■n Parallax Partners, Inc.
Lewiston, ME

GRANITE
■n Benchmark Residential & 
Investment Real Estate
Portland, ME

■n Building Envelope 
Specialists
South Portland, ME

■n CCB, Inc.
Westbrook, ME

■n Cornerstone Building  
and Restoration
Portland, ME

■n East Brown Cow  
Management Company
Portland, ME

■n Gorham Savings Bank
Portland, ME

■n The Guimond Group
South Freeport, ME

■n The Heritage Company  
Coppersmiths LLC
East Waterboro, ME

■n Ocean Gate Realty
Portland ME

■n Skillin’s Greenhouses
Falmouth, ME

■n Wright Ryan Construction
Portland, ME

BRICK
■n Archetype Architects
Portland, ME

■n Brady Enterprises, Inc.
Portland, ME

■n Court Square Properties, LLC
Cape Elizabeth, ME

■n Cunningham  
Security Systems
Yarmouth, ME

■n David Marsden, Realtor© 
Portland, ME

■n Developers Collaborative LLC
Portland, ME

■n Hancock Lumber Company
Casco, ME

■n Jacobs Glass
Winslow, ME

■n Mast Construction 
Corporation
Scarborough, ME

■n Random Orbit
Portland, ME

■n Resurgence Engineering  
& Preservation, Inc.
Portland, ME

■n Sheepscot River Joinery
Newcastle, ME

■n SMRT Inc.
Portland, ME

■n Taggart Construction 
Company
Freeport, ME

■n VerrillDana LLP
Portland, ME

SHINGLE
■n Bagala Window Works
West Falmouth, ME

■n Breakwater Technology Inc.
Portland, ME

■n Castle Kitchens
Scarborough, ME

■n Clark Insurance
Portland, ME

■n Committee to  
Restore the Abyssinian
Portland, ME

■n Complete Home  
Evaluation Services
Brunswick, ME

■n CWS Architects
Portland, ME

■n GEI Consultants, Inc.
Portland, ME

■n Grandview Window Cleaning
Portland, ME

■n Great Falls Construction
Gorham, ME

■n GreenEnergyMaine
Portland, ME

■n GrowSmart Maine
Portland, ME

■n Highlands Woodturning
Castine, ME

■n Kolbert Building
Portland, ME

■n Lee Auto Malls
Auburn, ME

■n Liliana’s Laundromat & 
Donatelli’s Tailor Shop
Portland, ME

■n Maine Irish Heritage Center
Portland, ME

■n Mid-Maine Restoration, Inc
Boothbay, ME

■n Mills-Whitaker  
Architects, LLC
Bridgton, ME

■n The Paint Pot
Portland, ME

■n Portland’s Choice Realty –  
Rachel Cooney
Portland, ME

■n Portland Stage
Portland, ME

■n Reed & Co. Architecture
Portland, ME

■n Seacoast Scaffold &  
Equipment Company
Portland, ME

■n Sheldon Slate Products, Inc.
Monson, ME

■n Spring Point Ledge Light Trust
South Portland, ME

■n Stone*Henge Restorations
South Portland, ME

■n Thor Construction
Harpswell, ME

■n Triangle Lodge
Portland, ME

■n ttl-architects llc
Portland, ME

■n United Insurance
Portland, ME

■n Upright Frameworks
Portland, ME

Historic Preservation is good business. Greater Portland Landmarks is honored to recognize our Business Partners.

Please join other businesses in advancing historic preservation by becoming a Landmarks Business Partner today. You will be recognized for your community support with a
 listing in every issue of the quarterly Landmarks Observer and receive discounts on advertising and many other great benefits. Please call 774-5561 for more information.

This summer retreat on Pond Road in South Portand’s Loveitt’s Field area is an 
example of an historic property that would be identified in a cultural resources survey.  



At Verrill Dana, we understand that in every controversy or transaction you’re counting on us. 

We have the resources to provide outstanding legal support across a broad range of practice areas and industries.  

Yet we’re agile enough to respond quickly to your needs. We’ ll be there when you need us.

It’s better to work with a partner.

Portland, ME  •  Boston, MA  •  Augusta, ME  •  Stamford, CT  •  Providence, RI  •  Washington, DC
www.verrilldana.com
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50th Anniversary Celebration
Greater Portland Landmarks invites  
you to join us in celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in 2014. Today, Portland’s 
popularity as a place to live, work and 
visit reflects Landmarks’ longstanding 
advocacy and education to preserve  
our extraordinary historic buildings, 
neighborhoods, and landscapes. 
Landmarks’ 50th Anniversary  
events are made possible by a lead 
sponsorship from the Dead River 
Company, and support from  
J. B. Brown & Sons, The Danforth  
Group of Wells Fargo Advisors,  
and an Anonymous Donor.

Summer Programs & Tours
May 24 – Oct. 13, 2014, daily 10 am – 5 pm
Portland Observatory Museum Open for the Season
Enjoy fascinating history and spectacular views at the nation’s  
only remaining historic maritime signal tower. Guided tours daily 
from 10 am to 5 pm, with the last tour departing at 4:30 pm.  
Located at 138 Congress Street. Admission: $9 adults; $8 seniors/
students/AAA; $5 children ages 6-16; Portland residents: $5 adults; 
$3 children ages 6-16; Free for Landmarks members and children 
under age 6.

June 7, 2014, 5:30 – 10 pm  
50th Anniversary Historic House Gala and Silent Auction 
Gather at special receptions in private homes prior to a grand 
celebration and garden party at a beautiful Victorian residence in 
Portland’s historic Western Promenade neighborhood, with music 
by the Bellamy Jazz Band, champagne, delicious desserts and hors 
d’oeuvres, and great company. Tickets: $100 for the first ticket/ 
$75 for each additional ticket. All proceeds benefit Landmarks’ 
education and preservation programs. 

June 14, 2014, 9 am –6 pm   
Flag Day, Portland Observatory Museum
A community celebration at the Observatory, featuring tours, 
special programs, and family-friendly activities; Portland 
Observatory, 138 Congress Street, Portland. Free to all.

July 17 – Sept. 4, 2014, Thursdays 5 – 8 pm
Sunset Tours at the Portland Observatory Museum
Enjoy dramatic skies and views from the Observatory as the sun 
sets. Regular museum admission applies – see above. Landmarks 
members always Free.

August 1 – October 3, 2014, Fridays 11:30 am – 1 pm
Homes of Portland’s Golden Age Walking Tours 
See beautiful houses, religious and institutional buildings, and 
civic monuments from 1800 to the 20th century on this walking 
tour, which also includes exhibits about Portland’s Preservation 
Movement. Meet at the Safford House (1858), Landmarks’ 
headquarters, 93 High Street. Tickets: $10 age 16 and up;  
$5 Landmarks members; Free for children under 16. 

Landmarks Calendar

For more information, and to register 
for events and programs: 

www.portlandlandmarks.org or call 774-5561

Local -Savvy-Responsive

Portland – West End
Coveted End Unit in John Calvin Stevens ‘Baltimore Block’ is the perfect blend of timeless updates & 
irreplaceable period details. Comprehensively updated & meticulously maintained. A home of this quality is 
truly a rare offering. See the custom website www.131NealSt.com

2,965 sq/ft                   4 BR                   2.5 Bath                  $759,900                  

Planning to Buy or Sell in Greater Portland? If so, trust the Realtor® 
that sells more Portland properties than any other – Tom Landry.  
LandryTeam@BenchmarkMaine.com      Cell: (207) 939-0185

 www.BenchmarkMaine.com
Office: (207) 775-0248

100 Congress Street, Portland, Maine 04101
#1 Claim based on total sales volume in dollars from public and private data, not MLS

 Portland, Maine     (207) 775-9085     www.CornerStoneBR.com

Residential & Commercial Restoration, Renovation, Maintenance, 
Additions and New Construction.

www.CornerStoneBR.com

You Dream It   We’ll Build It
Get Started Transforming Your Kitchen Today

Over 3 Generations of Quality Craftsmanship
Specializing in Historical & Architectural Restorations

Slate Roofs n Copper Gutters n Copper Cornicing

247-5372
Route 202, Waterboro

www.heritagecompanyllc.com


