
 

 

 

 

93 High Street 
Portland, ME  04101 
207-774-5561 
www.portlandlandmarks.org 
 
TRUSTEES 
 
Ed Gardner 
President 
 
Nate Stevens 
First Vice President 

 
Bruce Roullard 
Treasurer 
 
Jane Hurd 
Secretary 
 
Rachel Ambrose 

Jane Batzell 

Jane Briggs 

Patti Butler 

Elaine Clark 

Carol De Tine  

Thomas Elliman 

Francesca Galluccio-Steele 

Richard Gilbane 

Kate Griffith 

William Hall 

Lynn Hallett 

Candice Thornton Lee 

Patrick Morin 

Jay Norris 

Sally Oldham 

Rhoda Smith Renschler 

Jack Vreeland 

 

 

 
Dear Friend,  
 
Today, as I drive up Fore Street and walk through my neighborhood, Munjoy Hill, the sounds of 
construction are everywhere – hammers, power tools, and yes, backhoes demolishing buildings.  All over 
our community – whether it’s Forest Avenue, Willard Beach, transportation corridors in Falmouth, or 
Westbrook’s mill structures – there is pressure that is putting greater Portland’s historic character at risk. 
Our historic fabric is fragile. Once special places are destroyed or compromised, there is no turning back 
the clock.   
 
Portland is undergoing one of the greatest transformations it has experienced since Urban Renewal in the 
1960s and 70s.  At that time Portland lost some of its most iconic buildings, along with whole 
neighborhoods. People were stunned as the wrecking ball knocked Union Station’s granite tower to the 
ground in 1961. Concerned citizens united to form Greater Portland Landmarks to ensure that this would 
not happen again. Thanks to our supporters over the years, our success is clearly visible and a major 
factor in keeping so much of the historic character that makes this place so vibrant and desirable.  
 
Having been involved with Greater Portland Landmarks for almost 25 years – including 6 as a trustee – I 
feel very strongly that we have to continue to take action to research, educate, shape policies, and 
advocate strongly for good design and construction decisions.   
 
So many of you care so deeply about this community. We do want it to grow and evolve in balanced, 
informed, smart ways. We strongly need to advocate that historic preservation is an essential part of 
doing so wisely. We must communicate that there is real value in retaining historic buildings, 
neighborhoods, and parks. 
 
As many of you know, I am retiring from my position as Executive Director in June. I’m most proud of 
working with you to preserve the historic character of the place we call home.  Historic preservation has 
been the very cornerstone of making this place so attractive as a place to live, work, and visit.  Imagine 
for a moment, how different this place would be if not for Landmarks and the tireless commitment of its 
hundreds of volunteers, funders, and preservation professionals.  
 
As we welcome a new Executive Director, Sarah Hansen, and continue to raise our advocacy voice in 
support of our historic communities, I am asking for your help. Landmarks will be your strong, respected 
voice, advocating that saving and reusing historic places is sustainable, enriches people’s lives and brings 
diverse communities together.   
 
Your support is more important than ever. The majority of our financial resources come from individuals 
and foundations. We receive no municipal or federal funding. It is concerned individuals who make our 
advocacy possible. 
 
Joining together we can make a difference. We are at a Tipping Point – we must act, and we need your 
help. 
 
To show your support at this time of intensive real estate development, I am asking you to contribute to 
our Preservation Advocacy and Education Initiative. We have set a goal of $100,000 to fund the 
resources needed. We need your help.  Whether it is $25 or $25,000 your generous gift will help us 
continue to preserve the historic character that enriches our lives.   
Thank you for your generous support of our preservation advocacy efforts. With your help we can seize 
this opportunity to shape the future of our community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hilary Bassett 
Executive Director 
 
Be part of this essential initiative at this very critical time! Please donate now! 
 
  


