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Greater Portland Landmarks has actively participated in the discussions of the 

future of Congress Square Plaza.  We believe there is universal agreement that 

something needs to be done to revitalize this important community space. 

There is great potential for Congress Square Plaza to be creatively redesigned as a 

high-quality public open space.  At the same time, a smaller well-designed open 

space could provide many of the public amenities desired by citizens, and also 

include a building, as Congress Square Plaza has been the site of buildings in the 

past.   

Whatever the solution proposed for Congress Square Plaza, it needs to be of a 

quality, sensitivity, and integrity to fit into a context with highly-significant 

architecture including the State Theater building, the Portland Museum of Art 

complex, the Eastland Park Hotel and the Congress Street Historic District. Plans 

for Congress Square Plaza must be backed up by a commitment to maintenance, 

security, and ongoing investment by the City and its partners.  

It is essential to consider the Plaza in light of the entire context of the Congress 

Square including the street intersection, potential future changes to the streets 

including their configuration and direction of traffic, and nearby buildings and 

open spaces.  We believe that it is important for the city to retain the amount of 

high-functioning public space in the overall Square vicinity, even if it is not 

directly on the site of the existing plaza.  Looking at the broader context, there is 

potential to reclaim public space by closing the slip lane at Free Street and 

Congress Streets, and to develop public green space nearby at the metered parking 

lot at Spring and High Streets, one block away, which already contains mature 

trees.  These are just two examples of possibilities that the City might consider.     

Public and private entities involved in redeveloping the Plaza must invest in the 

design, construction, and maintenance of high-quality architecture and public open 

space. The terms and parameters of any potential public/private partnership to 

redevelop Congress Square Plaza need to be clearly defined to assure that the 

City’s long-term goals and the overall public interest are best served.   
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