
Greater Portland Landmarks Statement for the City Council Hearing June 18, 2012 

on Williston West Church and Parish House 

 

My name is Hilary Bassett and I serve as Executive Director of Greater Portland Landmarks.  

Landmarks encourages your support for the proposed conditional rezoning agreement for the Williston 

West Church (1888) and Parish Hall (1914) as recommended for approval by the City’s Planning Board.  

Here are the key reasons why:  

 The proposed preservation and reuse of the buildings is of City-wide value and importance and is 

consistent with the City’s comprehensive plan. 

 Two highly significant historic buildings will be preserved:  in return for some flexibility on the 

zoning, the developer must complete 8 specific preservation projects that will secure a 50-year 

future for the buildings. 

 These large non-residential structures are unique and do not set a precedent for changes in use of 

buildings that are currently residential structures. 

 The proposed uses, including residences and a small-scale computer-based office in the Parish 

Hall, and a future community hall with parameters to be carefully vetted by the planning board in 

a future review process, will not require major changes to the historic fabric of the buildings. 

 The project will have a relatively low impact on the neighborhood, while preserving two important 

community landmarks.   

 The developer must provide a performance guarantee that holds him accountable for completing 

the 8 promised preservation projects within a specified time frame.  

 Neighborhood concerns are addressed by requiring the developer to provide the performance 

guarantee; to maintain the buildings on an ongoing basis; to submit annual reports for the first five 

years documenting compliance; and to provide off-street parking for employees.  

 In the event of a breach by the developer of the terms of the agreement, the Planning Board is 

empowered to recommend to the Council whether to amend or rescind the agreement, which could 

result in termination of the Agreement and reversion to the R-4 zone. 

Our interest in this project is focused on historic preservation and to balance neighborhood concerns, the 

very real challenges of preserving a highly significant and character defining non-residential historic 

religious structure in a residential setting, and maintaining the special character of the neighborhood and 

the City, of which the church and parish house are a central part.   

 

Portland’s outstanding historic religious architecture, defines our city’s sense of place. We believe that 

approval of this project is a good policy decision, which will preserve unique City landmark buildings, 

and be a win-win-win for all concerned. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 


