
1940-45	 Observatory closed to the	
	 public during World War II as	
	 Civilian Defense uses tower to 	
	 spot planes and vessels

1972 	 Observatory is listed on 	
National Register of Historic Places

1982 	 Greater Portland Landmarks	
manages education at the	
Observatory

1994 	 Discovery of powder post beetles

2000	 Reopening celebration 	
on Flag Day, June 14th

2005	 Visitors from all 50 states and 	
more than 30 countries tour 	
the Observatory 

2006 	 Observatory becomes a National 	
Historic Landmark

1866 	 Great Fire destroys 1/3 of city;	
10,000 homeless

1899 	 First automobile arrives 	
in Portland

1912 	 City Hall completed

1914-16	 Million Dollar 	
	 Bridge constructed

1940-45 	 236 Liberty Ships built 	
	 in Portland Harbor

1961 	 Union Station demolished

1964	 Greater Portland Landmarks 
founded

1990	 City of Portland adopts an historic 
preservation ordinance; 
strengthens it in 2004.

Observatory Timeline

1767 	 Lemuel Moody is born

1780	  Lemuel Moody joins the Navy

1807 	 Observatory is constructed

1813 	 Boxer and Enterprise battle off	
the coast of Maine

1817 	 President Monroe watches 	
Fourth of July fireworks from 	
the top of the Observatory

1846 	 International code of signal 	
flags is published

1846 	 Lemuel Moody dies of old age, 	
son Enoch carries on signaling

1866 	 Great Fire of 1866 destroys 	
much of Portland; the 	
Observatory is saved

1923 	 Observatory stops signaling the 
arrival of vessels

1937 	 Moody descendants give the	
Observatory to the City of Portland

1939 	 Observatory restored by the 	
Works Progress Administration 

1775	 British bombardment of 	
Portland (then called Falmouth)

1786 	 Falmouth becomes Portland

1786 	 Wadsworth-Longfellow House 	
completed

1807 	 Future poet Henry Wadsworth 	
Longfellow born

1820 	 Maine becomes a state; 	
Portland is the capital until 1831

1851 	 Commercial Street created 	
to connect railroads 	
in Portland

1858 	 Construction of Morse-Libby	
House (Victoria Mansion) begins

1859 	 Construction of Fort Gorges
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reopens, Bill Hall 

1942

 WWII Plane Spotting at the observatory, 
Portland press herald


