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Greater Portland Landmarks presents
a companion volume to our popular Portland book

written by William David Barry  
and the late Patricia McGraw Anderson,  

and edited by Susan Ransom

Combines clear architectural descriptions 
of familiar buildings with lively stories of the 
personalities who created Portland’s great 

neighborhoods beyond the peninsula. 

Richly illustrated with historic photographs,  
maps, and paintings, and new images by 
architectural photographer Todd Caverly.

$45 with a 10% discount for members 

Order your copy through our web site  
at www.portlandlandmarks.org  

or call 774-5561 ext 103 for more information.

A  S O C I A L  A N D  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  H I S T O R Y

W I L L I A M  D A V I D  B A R R Y

PAT R I C I A  M c G R A W  A N D E R S O N

E D I T O R S

P H O T O G R A P H Y

S U S A N  L .  R A N S O M ,  M A R G A R E T  W. S O U L E

T O D D  C A V E R LY

DEERING

�C�8�E�;�D�8�I�B�J���C�<�:�K�L�I�<�J
200 YEARS OF HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE 
IN ONE CITY NEIGHBORHOOD
Greater Portland Landmarks 2010-2011 Lecture Series. 
Each presentation will begin at 6:00 pm. 
Tickets are $10 per person and are available at our 
website (www.portlandlandmarks.org) or by calling 
GPL of�ce at 774-5561. Reservations are suggested.

���(�% October 12, 2010 
Christopher Glass, architect, preservationist, 
and author, will discuss the history of the city 
neighborhood that includes Safford House, 
Victoria Mansion, Portland Museum of Art, 
Cumberland Club, Baxter Library, Portland 
Library, Civic Center, Holiday Inn, etc., and the 
in�uence of the city’s social and political history 
on its architecture. 
Maine Historical Society Lecture Room

���)�%��November 16, 2010 
Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr., Director,  
Maine Historic Preservation Commission,  
will discuss the architecture of the Spring Street  
Historic District and its importance in  
Portland’s preservation movement.
Portland Public Library,  
Rines Auditorium, 5 Monument Square

���*�%��January 11, 2011 
Carol Wilson, architect, will discuss the 
challenges of creating a contemporary home  
in a historic context. 
Maine Historical Society Lecture Room

���+�%��February 8, 2011 
Peter Bass, developer, and David Lloyd, 
architect, will discuss the process of  
designing and building major structures in a  
200-year-old neighborhood. 
Maine Historical Society Lecture Room

���,�%��April 5, 2011 
James O’Gorman, art historian, will discuss  
the architects of the 1800’s and early 1900’s, 
many of whom de�ned the shape of our  
200-year-old neighborhood. 
Maine Historical Society Lecture Room
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Greater Portland Landmarks promotes preservation and revitalization of historic 

buildings, neighborhoods, and landscapes and encourages high-quality new architecture 

to enhance the livability and economic vitality of Portland and surrounding communities.

Greater Portland Landmarks 
is supported by a generous 
Challenge Grant from the 
National Endowment for  
the Humanities.

Dear Members and Friends:

T
hree recent milestones demonstrate the importance of passion, 
inspiration, and action for Greater Portland Landmarks, the preservation 
movement, and Portland’s architecture scene.

When GPL was founded in the early 1960s, Mrs. Edith Sills was the 
driving force. As urban renewal took its toll on the architectural legacy 

of Portland, she tapped her many connections, including several energetic graduates of 
Bowdoin College she had met as wife of the college president. One such graduate was the 
late Bill Moody (1924-2010), who answered Mrs. Sills’s call to join the founders of Greater 
Portland Landmarks at the beginning of the city’s preservation movement. Bill cared deeply 
about his community, and the fledgling organization greatly benefited from his wise coun-
sel, business acumen, and sense of fun. His wife, Jane 
Smith Moody, still an active member today, joined in 
and dedicated her exceptional skills to a variety of GPL 
projects, including the Portland book, first published 
in 1972. Historic preservation was an uphill battle, and 
the founders laid the groundwork in those years for the 
eventual passage of a preservation ordinance in Portland 
in 1989, and GPL’s ongoing commitment to research, 
publications, and education programs. 

In the late summer of 2009, GPL’s education and 
outreach programs took a major step forward with the 
start of our Field Services program, jointly presented with 
Maine Preservation and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, with generous support from the National 
Trust and Jane’s Trust. We have been fortunate that Christopher W. Closs joined the staff, 
bringing expertise gained from more than 30 years in the preservation field. Chris will tell 
you that this is the most exciting job he has ever held. His passion for our mission translates 
into convening meetings among stakeholders, sharing knowledge, and coordinating action 
to help save properties such as Westbrook’s Walker Memorial Library, Portland’s Masonic 
Temple, Cape Elizabeth’s Goddard Mansion, and many others. 

Lastly, I was fortunate to witness an inspiring event, when the first Maine Prize for 
Architecture was awarded to Philip Isaacson, lawyer, author, and passionate advocate for 
fine architecture. His remarks about his relationship to the modernist house he and his wife 
commissioned on a shoestring budget in 1960 were moving and inspiring. Designed by F. 
Frederick Bruck, the house was a dramatic departure from its more traditional neighbors in 
Lewiston. It was one of 20 projects developed over the past 50 years in Maine featured in 
a temporary exhibition organized by the Storefront for Architecture Maine and displayed 
in a vacant ground floor space on Congress Street during the month of October. Architect 
Carol Wilson, working with a team of architects and design advocates drawn from around 
the state, orchestrated this exciting project now visible at www.storefrontforarchitecture.org.

Let us honor these people who have shared with us their deep passion and vision, and 
inspire others to join them in actions that celebrate the rich and diverse architectural fabric 
of our cities, towns, and the state as a whole.

Hil ary Basset t
Exe cu t i v e  D i re c t o r

T
he opportunity to tour the newly restored Baxter Library building 
brought more than 100 Greater Portland Landmarks members to the annual 
meeting on Thursday, September 16. The VIA Group, a marketing and adver-
tising agency bsased in Portland, graciously hosted the event at their stun-
ning new headquarters in the historic building at 619 Congress Street. 

Francis H. Fassett originally designed the Baxter Library, a gift to the city from phi-
lanthropist James P. Baxter, using many of the classic characteristics of Richardsonian 
Romanesque architecture. The original woodwork and library shelving were incorpo-
rated into the design of the company’s modern office spaces and meeting rooms. The 
complete renovation of the 1888 building is one of the first commercial uses of the 
Maine Historic Preservation Tax Credit. 

At the meeting, GPL bestowed a Preservation Honor Award on John Coleman, 
CEO of The VIA Group, for his “courage and vision in rehabilitating the Baxter 
Library Building for modern office space that integrates historic architectural fea-
tures with contemporary design to preserve a landmark with a new identity and 
role in the Portland community.” Northland Enterprises, the firm that acquired the 
building in 2008; David Lloyd of Archetype; and Scott Simons Architects were also 
honored for their work bringing the historic Baxter Library back to life. For more on 
the building and its current and former uses, including pictures of the renovation in 
progress, see www.vianow.com/baxter-library.

Topics discussed at the business meeting included the Center for Architecture and 
Preservation and the progress of the Deering book project. New board members are 
James Cram, Thomas Elliman, Richard Gilbane, and Lynda Means. Nan Sawyer was 
elected to serve a second term.  n

Record Turn-out at 
GPL’s Annual Meeting 

Josh Benthien, Rex Bell, John Coleman, and Scott Simons were recognized 
with awards at the GPL annual meeting.
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O n a bracing, clear Tuesday in October, the 
three-story-high roof of the 1858 William F. 
Safford House brims with people in hard hats. 

From this perch, one can view a 360-degree panorama 
of city rooftops, the lively Portland waterfront and sea 
beyond, pedestrians below.

Those assembled, by now used to this extraordinary 
vista, examine the galvanized framing clips that attach 
the third floor plaster and lath ceiling to new roof rafters. 
They also scrutinize the rot around the spaces where five 
chimneys once stood. They take a look at the belvedere 
(the word literally means “pretty view”), a tiny room of 
windows that sits atop the High Street structure, head-
quarters to Greater Portland Landmarks and the Center 
for Architecture and Preservation. It is 8:30 a.m. At nine, 
the group plus a few others gather around the conference 
table inside for a weekly update on the progress of the 
organization’s roof restoration. 

John Moynihan, project manager from Wright-Ryan 
Construction, passes out a detailed agenda and runs through 
the items. GPL Executive Director Hilary Bassett, Field 
Representative Chris Closs, office manager Sharon Colgan, 
board member and building committee chair Mac Collins, 

and construction personnel talk schedule, chimneys, cor-
nice work, insulation, the possible need to tent some of 
the work in progress, and how to protect the sills of the 
belvedere until the funds are available to fully restore it. Al 
Hodson with Resurgence Engineering provides an update 
on demolition and construction work. He mentions the 
heavy rain forecast for Friday and hopes contractors can 
begin to install the roof membrane before the storm.

Under discussion on this day, and every Tuesday since 
mid-September, is a major project that stands at the top 
of the list in GPL’s recently completed Preservation Plan 
for the architecturally significant 1858 Italianate building. 
“The plan put roof replacement as a top priority,” said 
John Turk, architect and preservationist with ttl-architects 
in Portland. “Our task and charge is to make the top of 
the building as weather tight as possible.”

During the discovery phase, the architect, engineers, 
and GPL staff were surprised to see a second tier of roof 
constructed over the original. “We decided to remove 
that upper tier and recreate the original profile at the eave 
and also improve the awkward detail where this second 
tier glided right into the windows of the belvedere,” said 
Turk. “It was not weather tight. We are bringing back the 
original roof plane. With our membrane system, the roof 

will be weather tight for a good long time.” 
The project includes blowing in cellulose insulation 

where there had been none. Turk: “We are going from 
zero to an R-31 value, which should greatly help with 
heating and cooling costs. We are dismantling all of the 
chimneys and rebuilding them based on photo docu-
mentation of what they looked like originally. There is 
a built-in gutter system that was at the end of its life 15 
years ago. We are cutting out all the rot and adding a 
new structure. We are installing new copper gutters with 
new copper downspouts.”

Before work began, and with its detailed Preservation 
Plan as a guide, GPL had to consider different repair 
options, weighing costs now against costs later and the 
viability of deferring repairs.

At first the architects came back with a recommendation 
that exceeded GPL’s budget. “We suggested a complete 
restoration of the belvedere starting from the underside 
of the cornice,” said Turk. “It was too much money, so we 
were asked to take another look. We decided to postpone 
restoring the exterior vertical surface of the belvedere, its 
windows, and its brackets. The brackets were removed and 
numbered so they can they eventually find their way back. 

The Work Up There
The Safford House Preservation Plan put roof replacement as a top priority

GPL’s new home is undergoing a major roof restoration. 

The belvedere will receive some repairs, but its full restoration will be put on hold until 
additional funds can be raised.

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  4

Al Hodson of Resurgence Engineering and Jim Demers of Wright-Ryan Construction stand 
atop Safford House, where the roof system is being replaced.
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“Dedicated to the preservation of 
traditional roofing and building practice.” 

Offering minimally invasive traditional repair techniques or 

complete restoration of period slate/copper/masonry and 

architectural woodwork. Stone*Henge Restoration maintains 

the highest level of quality artisanship and care for your project 

needs, be it large or small. Consultation, project management 

and maintenance service planning available for all phases of 

building restoration. We encourage you to visit our website.

www.shr-llc.com * 207-831-1835

StOne*Henge
R e S t O R at i O n

Marketing Tips ~ Area Information ~ All Listings

www.EdGardner.info
207-773-1919

151 Newbury Street, Portland, ME  04101

Masterfully Navigating Portland’s Homes

Ed Gardner
Broker

Ed Gardner
Broker

PORTLAND-In the “Heart of Portland” - Well 
maintained 3-unit with 7-car paved parking.  
Completely renovated from top to bottom with new 
kitchens & baths, hardwood/tile floors, skylights, 
decks, gas fireplace. Private yard and landscaped 
gardens.  Tenants pay utilities. $349,500

PORTLAND-Intown/Arts District - Unique loft-style 
condo offering city and water views from private LR 
& MBR decks. 2 BR, 2 BA, high ceilings, refinished 
1870’s wood floors, granite and stainless kitchen, 
in-unit laundry, central A/C, elevator, common court 
yard and parking. Pets welcome! $445,000

PORTLAND-Fabulous Townhouse just steps to 
the Old Port! Top quality design and finishes with 
private elevator and garage. Over 2,400 sf of comfy 
living with 3BR, 3BA, hardwood, granite, skylights, gas 
fireplace, master suite, security, four decks and private 
patio/terrace. City and harbor views. $749,000

 

 Outside Matters

A 
Good lAndsCApe desiGn is comprehensive 
and integrative, says Todd richardson, principal 
with richardson & Associates, landscape archi-
tects in saco, Maine. “our work is place-driven. 

what are the qualities of the site, how do people move about 
it, where do people gather.”

After interviewing four highly respected landscape archi-
tecture fi rms, Greater portland landmarks commissioned 
richardson & Associates to provide a site plan and land-
scape design for the safford house. The company surveyed 
and recorded all the outside elements — building footprint; 
paths, roads, driveway, parking; utility fi xtures; landscape 
materials; lighting; physical features such as steps, fences 
and seating areas; setbacks, property lines and easements 
— and provided an overlay with proposed improvements. 
These show, among other things, how vehicular and pedes-
trian circulation can be improved, where signs and outdoor 
seating should be placed, and how different lighting can 
increase visibility. The fi nal proposal will be submitted in 
november.

“The landscape is literally right on the street, represent-
ing the organization,” said richardson. “we want a plan that 
refl ects well on the organization, that indicates it is civic-
minded and cares about the building and about history. it’s an 
opportunity to have the members feel a sense of pride, or to 
have new people coming to town notice the organization as 
they drive by, perhaps see a tour gathering on site.” 

“we try to balance quantitative and qualitative inter-
ests,” he continued. “we think about handicapped access. 

we think about parking. we are working on grading and sig-
nage. This is the quantitative side. on the qualitative side, we 
want to integrate the outside with the building. we want to 
represent this organization and its mission and intentions.”

“richardson’s proposal got us really excited about how we 
might best use the limited space that we have,” said hilary 
Bassett, Gpl’s executive director. “we wanted to think about 
the broader context, and the possibilities beyond two areas 
for plantings and a parking lot.”

richardson’s proposal will likely include additional ways 
of interpreting historic properties. “should we have a kiosk 

with map? something that tells a story? we are working to 
fi nd opportunities to expand beyond the physical boundar-
ies of the safford house with interpretive pieces,” he said. 
look for details of the fi nal landscape plan in a future issue of 
Landmarks Observer. n

they are being stored at Wright-ryan until additional 
funds are raised to complete the work. in this phase we 
will replace the belvedere roof and the eave molding.” 

While the original project scope stopped just below 
the building’s gutters, GPl’s board decided that restoring 
the character-defi ning cornice and brackets was essen-
tial to the appearance of the safford House. savings 
on the roofi ng material and a generous $15,000 gift 
from a trustee made it possible to include the work in 
this phase.

as it repairs and maintains its new headquarters, Greater 
Portland landmarks also seeks to provide an example of 
good stewardship of a historic structure. that includes 
keeping sustainability and energy effi ciency in mind as 
much as possible during the roof project.

“one of the sustainability choices made was the com-
position of the roof assembly,” said turk. “We chose a 
membrane material that is quite durable. that in itself is 
a green choice. all the integral fl ashings are copper, which 
is a high quality material that will last a good 75 years. 
the addition of the insulation will have a large impact 
on the heating costs.”

“the roof choice was one of the interesting balancing 
acts,” he added. “We had to meet all the preservation 
requirements and balance those with a green choice. the 
green movement pushes white roofs, but from a preserva-
tion perspective, this is counter to the dignifi ed, somber 
nature of this building.”

Whether to restore all fi ve chimneys of the safford 
House posed another hard question for GPl and construc-
tion personnel, as only one remains in current use, and 
two are at the back of the building. “We toyed around 
with not recreating all of them, but after further discussion 
and consultation with the maine Historic Preservation 
Commission, we decided to restore all fi ve for aesthetic 
reasons and also because they tell a story,” said turk.

safford House
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

the entire team is keeping a close eye on details. 
at the tuesday meeting in october, for instance, 
Closs requests a sample chimney mock-up panel of 
the selected bricks and mortar to see what the joint 
work will look like. He also asks that a cornice sample 
be salvaged for historic purposes. the architects are 
analyzing original mortar and paint samples to make 
as close a match as possible. 

“this project is a tremendous opportunity to docu-
ment and share what we learn about the construction of 
this building, and also to engage the tremendous pool 
of talent in the fi elds of preservation, architecture, con-
struction, and building trades. our investment in this 
project will ensure the viability of the safford House as 
a community resource well into the future,” said Hilary 
bassett, GPl’s executive director. n

Maine Soapstone Company, Inc.
Countertops, Sinks, Masonry, Heaters & Special Projects

Serving All of New England

GARY SAYERS

Office (207) 476-8201  •  Fax (207) 476-5200
Cell (207) 551-7211

P.O. Box 708, Fort Fairfield, ME 04742

mainesoapstone@hotmail.com www.MaineSoapstone.com

ColuCCi’s 
Hilltop Market
135 Congress St. n Portland n 774-2279

Open 7 days a week, 6am – 11pm
Friday and Saturday, 6am – Midnight 

Muffins & Pastries n Pizza & Calzone
Homemade Dinners

SPeCialS every day

we want a plan that 
refl ects well on the 
organization, that 
indicates it is civic-
minded and cares 
about the building and 
about history.” 
— Todd Richardson of 
Richardson & Associates
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Joy Knight
Color Consultant / Project Coordinator

Paint Design UnlimiteD
Full Service Paint Store

• Color Design For All Surfaces
• Historically Accurate Colors
• Color Matching & Research
• 30 Years Experience
• Interior / Exterior
• Residential / Commercial

207-761-1857
500 Forest Ave.

Portland, ME 04101

Featuring Historic Colors
of

Greater Portland Landmarks’ Field 
Service Program, launched in July, 2009 
in partnership with Maine Preservation 
and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, continues to provide 
guidance and advocacy throughout the 
Greater Portland community, linking 
preservation planning with tax-advantaged 
business development, housing initiatives, 
and job creation. Here is an update.

n 	 Westbrook’s Walker Memorial Library, the eclectic Queen 
Anne-style public library bequeathed in trust to the community 
in 1893, has been deteriorating for a long time, following decades 
of deferred maintenance. In 2009, Scott Whitaker, principal of the 
masonry conservation firm Building Envelope Consultants LLC 
of South Portland, thoroughly assessed the impressive masonry 
structure and estimated a restoration budget of $1.6 million. The 
brick wall joints, slate roof, decorative terra cotta, stained glass 
windows, and pink granite front steps need extensive repair, in 
addition to badly-needed indoor air-quality remediation and heat-
ing upgrades. Hilary Bassett, GPL Executive Director, and Chris 
Closs, GPL’s Field Service Representative, toured the library in 
September, 2009. Closs reviewed the BEC assessment and provid-
ed planning and organizational observations for the library trust-
ees and regents, who are working hard to build awareness while 
advocating for $675,000 of public funding to begin repairs. Scarce 
city dollars for the property are currently pitted against two other 
important community infrastructure projects.

The City of Westbrook, in the interest of lowering maintenance 
expenditures and operating costs, had been in negotiations during 
2010 to purchase and consolidate library operations at the smaller, 
now closed (2009), wooden-frame Warren Memorial Library, a pri-
vate institution located on the outskirts of Westbrook’s downtown 
and originally underwritten by the S. D. Warren paper company. 
Encouraged by ongoing intervention and guidance from GPL and 
the building’s nomination to Maine’s Preservation’s 2010 Most 
Endangered Properties List, the city recently agreed to a strategic 
planning process for the National Register-listed Walker library, 
one of the principal gems of civic architecture remaining in down-
town Westbrook. 

n 	 The Schwartz Block (1909) at 602 Congress Street, closed by 
the city due to fire and safety code violations, is being substan-
tially rehabilitated using state and federal tax credits (45% com-
bined) available for Certified Rehabilitation (conforming with NPS 
Standards). The block is listed in the National Register and located 
in the Congress Street Historic District.

“The Field Service Program provided valuable, timely, cost-
saving, front-end design advice through our Tax Credit Projects 
Assessment Service,” said Closs. The prominent, mixed-use 
building, an under-utilized landmark element of Congress Square, 
embodies the original interior features of two, earlier, c. 1850s 
Greek Revival townhouses. It will receive a new, larger eleva-
tor and 12 expanded housing units on the upper levels, with six 
commercial storefronts at street level. A City of Portland Façade 
Grant is assisting. The project is being built to the preservation 
standards of the U.S. Department of the Interior and the City of 

Portland’s Historic Preservation Program and is under the direc-
tion of Dan Leo, Project Superintendent. 

GPL and its five city and state-wide co-sponsors held two his-
toric tax credits seminars, “The Maine 25% Solution,” in March at 
the Eastland Park Hotel. The Schwartz Block’s owner contacted 
Closs immediately after those presentations when he learned 
what significant tax advantages might be reaped under the com-
bined new (2008) Maine and long-standing federal HP tax credit 
programs. 

n 	I n a similar vein, a private homeowner at 132 Pleasant 
Street is rehabilitating an eighteenth-century home in the Spring 
Street Historic District for an office and one apartment after 
GPL explained the state tax credits for “small projects” ($50,000-
$250,000) available to her.

n 	 Goodwill Industries, owners of 79 High Street, recently con-
tacted the Field Service Program for advice in preparation for 
exterior painting, and siding and trim repairs.

n 	 Closs delivered two joint presentations in Portland in Sep
tember to an audience of about 50 people representing Maine’s ten 
local Certified Local Government (CLG) Programs. The talks, pre-
sented at the Annual Training Workshop of the (CLG) Commissions, 
covered energy efficiency improvements for historic buildings and 
the national preservation standards for the treatment of historic 
properties. CLG is a program of the National Park Service. It is a fed-
eral/state sponsored, historic preservation cultural resource man-
agement and planning program that provides funding and technical 
assistance at the local level for cities and towns. A requirement for 
participation is the adoption of a historic preservation ordinance 
that, in accordance with the program’s guidelines, creates a local 
historic preservation commission and implements a formal review 
process. Maine’s CLG’s may apply annually on a competitive basis 
for about $70,000 in federal planning funds. n

Editor’s note: In late October, just before we went to press, 
Westbrook city officials committed to begin repairs to the Walker 
Memorial Library.

Over 3 Generations of Quality Craftsmanship
Specializing in Historical & Architectural Restorations

Slate Roofs n Copper Gutters n Copper Cornicing

247-5372
Route 202, Waterboro

www.heritagecompanyllc.com

resurgence
engineering and preservation, inc.

alfred h. hodson iii, p.e.

132 brentwood street

portland, me 04103

v/f (207) 773-4880

resurgence@myfairpoint.net

engineering assessments and structural design to
preserve and renovate historic buildings and structures

GPL’s field service program

Our one-year-old field service program has been providing 
guidance and advocacy to many, including the trustees of 
the Walker Memorial Library in Westbrook.

BRYONY BRETT STAINED GLASS
TRADITIONAL DESIGNS    HISTORICAL RESTORATIONS
PORTLAND, ME     207.774.1870      WWW.BRYONYGLASS.COM

Make a gift to Landmarks online by December 3 at www.portlandlandmarks.org/get-involved/donate.php.  
All gifts made by the end of the year are tax deductible.
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Email: nan.sawyer@kw.com

www.McFarlaneFieldSawyer.com
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What is your current position with Greater 
Portland Landmarks?  I am on the board 
of trustees and I am chair of the programs 
committee. It gives me the opportunity to 
take an active part in the creation of educa-
tional programs for Landmarks. We ran a 
very successful lecture series last year, and 
this year we have another.

We are also updating the student program. 
A new power point presentation tells the 
story of Portland, both historic and cultural, 
as it has influenced the city’s architecture.  
We also want to create an interactive com-
puter program that will be available in the 
Safford House. 

What’s your profession?  I am teacher and 
a writer. I write for scholastic publications, I 
have a column that I write for a magazine, and 
I am an editor for another. I teach memoir 
writing and literature at the senior college 
at USM.

Where did you teach before coming to 
Maine? I’ve taught at every level. I was a 
high school English teacher and worked 

for Prentice Hall a good deal of that time. I was part of a team of New York teachers 
who created new English standards that came out in the early 1990s. I also taught at 
Manhattanville College. We were in South Carolina for five years, and while we were there 
I taught at the senior college at Clemson. We’ve lived in Portland now for three years.

Tell us about what you’ve written. Early on I got intrigued with computers. Some 
of my colleagues and I didn’t like what was available for software, so we designed our 
own composition and literature programs. We contacted a software developer, and he 
bought them and had us design two more. We didn’t do the programming, we did 
the scripting. I have written four books for teachers and a textbook for students with 
a manual for teachers.

How did you get interested in historic preservation? I’ve always loved history. 
My children grew up with parents who loved to travel all over the world. We loved to 
go to museums and historic sites, battlegrounds, homes, buildings. My older son is a 
professor of art history and his specialty is architectural history, a logical outgrowth of 
his experiences.

How did you get involved with Greater Portland Landmarks? When we moved to 
Portland, we bought a John Calvin Stevens house; in fact, his first Shingle-style house. 
It was in poor shape. I guess you could call it a disaster. But the bones were there.

We did our research. Greater Portland Landmarks and Maine Historical Society were 
so helpful. We were fortunate to have access to John Calvin Stevens’s original drawings. 
Scientific American had done an article about the house in 1893. That article was critical 
for us, because it described the paint colors and the details. 

There were boxes that had been added to the sides of the house, destroying its archi-
tectural authenticity. We needed the space, but how could we integrate them into the 
overall design? It meant pulling the roofline down and moving and replacing some of 
the windows. We had to get permission from Portland’s historic preservation board for 
all of this. We studied as many of Stevens’s designs as we could. Knowing the colors 
helped pull it all together.

We were crazy enough, at our ages especially, to take this on. Then, to my surprise 
and delight, I was invited to be part of the GPL board. They needed somebody who 
had an educational background, and that’s a natural for me.

What do you do for fun? Teaching is fun for me. It’s one of my great joys in life. I 
love to play bridge. My husband is an avid sailor, and I enjoy sailing. I love to travel.

What are some of your favorite places? We designed and built a house on Southport 
Island in Boothbay several years ago. It’s nothing pretentious, a post and beam in the 
woods, a short walk to the coast. We go up there in the summer, and sometimes in 
the winter. It is one of my favorite places in the world. Another favored place of mine 
is northern Italy. I am crazy about France. Provence is wonderful. Spain is wonderful, 
and England.

What do you do really well that might surprise people? I am a good bridge player, 
but I would not call myself terrific. I am considered a very good cook. But I also enjoy 
eating out, especially in Portland. Maybe that’s why I enjoy being in Italy and France. 
I also enjoy gardening.

Talk a little about the Landmarks Lecture series you’ve organized. The focus is 
200 years of architecture and history in one city neighborhood. This neighborhood 
includes the Victoria Mansion, the Baxter Library, the Safford House, the Cumberland 
Club, the art museum—the older part of Portland. There are so many buildings in 
the area that reflect the ups and downs of the economy of Portland, the successes, the 
failures, the wars, and just changing times. n

Who 
 We Are

Ruth Townsend Story

500 Forest Ave. 207-772-1088
Portland www.accentonwindows.net 

Custom  
Window Treatments
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Shades n Shutters
Restoration Design
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A Will…
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beliefs. When preparing your will,  
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Portland Landmarks as a beneficiary.

z
For further information,  

please contact Hilary Bassett 

at Greater Portland Landmarks,  

207-774-5561 x101

Outstanding Docents
About 40 docents provide tours for our visitors to the 

Portland Observatory in a season, and all deserve our 

thanks for their volunteer work. A few received special 

recognition this fall.
Bob Krug (left) recently com-

pleted guiding 1,300 tours of 
the Portland Observatory. That’s 
133,900 steps, or 267,800 steps if 
you count both up and down! Bob 
was recognized at his 1,301st tour, 
on October 8, for his outstanding 
service sharing his knowledge and 
enthusiasm as a docent for Greater 
Portland Landmarks.

Bill Laliberte was also honored 
on October 8. Bill has researched 
and shared hundreds of fascinat-
ing facts about the Observatory, 
written them up, and emailed 
them as “Observatory Info Bits” 
to all docents and interested par-
ties. A complete set is available at 
the Observatory.

At a gathering of docents and 
site managers on October 18, John Serrage was recognized for his long time 
service as an Observatory and walking tour docent. John was a physician until 
1980, and after a stint with state government, he became an archeologist in 
1988. He’s practiced archeology every summer for 13 years in the Middle East. 
He has been enthusiastically leading tours for GPL for ten years.

I n  the    ne  w s

On July 28, residents in the “fort” community on Great Diamond Island opened their 
homes for the Diamond Cove Home and Garden Tour. The privately owned and hand-
somely restored former barracks and officers’ quarters of Fort McKinley are listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places. The turnout was excellent, and organizers gener-
ously donated the event’s proceeds of $2,700 to Greater Portland Landmarks. 

Philip M. Isaacson is the 2010 winner of the first Maine Prize for Architecture. 
This biennial award, bestowed by Storefront for Architecture Maine, acknowledges an 
architect, individual, or organization that “has added significantly to the legacy of Maine 

building and to the Maine community in the belief that architecture plays a meaningful part in 
our lives.” The award was presented at the opening of a temporary exhibition of models and 
photo panels of modernist and contemporary architecture in Maine, held across the street 
from the Portland Public Library. Isaacson, a lawyer, preservationist, and author, has been art 
and architecture critic for the Maine Sunday Telegram for 45 years. Fifty years ago, in 1960, he 
commissioned a modern house in Lewiston, and he has painstakingly cared for it ever since. 
Juror Edward Leger commented, “In an age with a focus on the superficial and the ephemeral, 
it is rewarding that an individual such as Philip Isaacson continues to remind us not only of 
Maine’s built heritage but of contemporary architecture and its place and importance in the 
life of Maine residents. Such passion for a subject is rare in our time.” For more and a link 
to photographs of Isaacson’s home, go to www.storefrontforarchitecture.org/maineprize.php.
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Historic Preservation is good business. Greater Portland Landmarks is honored to recognize our Business members.

please join other businesses in protecting and celebrating our historic resources by becoming a Gpl Business Member today. you will be recognized for your community support 
with a listing in every issue of the quarterly Landmarks Observer and receive discounts on advertising and many other great benefi ts. please call 774-5561 for more information.

THE HATCHER GROUP  
KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY 

Phone: 207-775-2121   
E:john@johnhatcher.us 
www.JohnHatcher.us 

 
John Hatcher “A House SOLD Name” 
Specializing in Historic Homes of Southern 

Maine & all of your Real Estate needs. 

Prime West End Home! C.1895 John  
Calvin Stevens that is available for 1st time 
in over 50yrs has most original features in 
tact, including graceful staircase with stun-
ning stained glass, LR & MBD with frpls, 
hardwood flrs, leaded glass windows in 
Dining Rm, pantries. Listed at $549,000 

Housing Complex Planned 
for site of mussey mansion

A n aorable housing project is in the 
works for 66-68 High street, just down the 
block from Greater Portland landmarks and 

the Center for architecture and Preservation’s safford 
House. the University of maine system currently owns 
the brick building at 68 High street, which Usm had 
been using for classroom and offi ce space. it is now mostly 
vacant. the site of the former mussey mansion is part 
of the property.

John kimball, sr., master builder for the nearby 
mclellan House, designed and built the federal-style 
mussey mansion (1801), which was located at the cor-
ner of danforth and High streets before the university 
demolished it in 1962. it was the childhood home of 
margaret mussey sweat, who bequeathed the mclellan 
House to the Portland society of art to establish the 
Portland museum of art.

built in a colonial revival style, 68 High street was 
added to the mansion in 1909 to create Portland Children’s 
Hospital. architect Frederick tompson was the designer. 
(Coincidentally, this was about the same time that the 
Portland museum of art built on to the mclellan House.) 
dr. edville abbott, a specialist in treating scoliosis, or 
curvature of the spine, ran the state-of-the-art hospital 
for many years. it closed in 1948.

Community Housing of maine, a nonprofi t entity, has 
an option to purchase the property. “our plan is to put 
on an addition and create 35 units of workforce housing,” 
said erin Cooperrider, who is overseeing development for 
CHom. residents would qualify if they earn 50 to 60 
percent of the area’s median income, or between $20,000 
and $45,000. the affordable housing complex will be a 
mix of one, two, and three-bedroom apartments, with 

the target population being families. the new addition 
and the renovation of the existing building will make up 
the 35 units. CHom is applying for national and state 
historic preservation tax credits as well as state affordable 
housing tax credits.

“We are working with Greater Portland landmarks,” 
said Cooperrider. “We have had one meeting on site 
and walked through the building. We are in the very 
early stages.”

“We’ve seen preliminary drawings and look forward to 
commenting on the design,” said Hilary bassett, GPl’s 
executive director. 

as the project’s planning goes forward, issues will no 
doubt arise. “the question is, what is the appropriate 
style for the addition to this existing building,” said 
scott Hanson, an architectural historian with sutherland 
Conservation and Consulting in augusta and CHom’s 
consultant. “the intention is for the addition to refl ect the 
mass and scale of the original mansion.” CWs architects 
is designing the urban infi ll addition and renovation to be 
compatible with the neighborhood. Portland’s Historic 
Preservation board must review and approve the project 
before it can go forward.

CHom’s plans for the land required the city to rezone 
the property to allow for higher residential density. some 
neighborhood residents questioned that change. 

the Portland Daily Sun reported that according to 
CHom, the project represents an $8.5 million dollar 
investment and potentially converts vacant and underused 
land from tax exempt to tax eligible. the nonprofi t says 
it has the fi nancing sources lined up to do the project. n

PAUL VALLIERE PAINTING 

Painting Fine Interiors Since 1984 

Serving Greater Portland to Lewiston/Auburn 

Residential & Commercial 

Great References      Free Estimates       Fully Insured 

207-786-3501            pval111@myfairpoint.net  

DAVID STENSTROM

207·749·9998  
6O WARREN AVE

PORTLAND ME O41O3
  lastchance@maine.rr.com

REPLICATION OF ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK

CABINETRY FOR HISTORIC HOMES
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 LAST CHANCE
   W O O D W O R K I N G

An affordable housing project is in the works for 66-68 High 
Street, just down the block from Greater Portland Landmarks.

Join Greater Portland 
Landmarks Today!

www.portlandlandmarks.org/
get-involved

A consultant, Greater 
Portland Landmarks, 
and the city’s Historic 
Preservation Board are 
working to help determine 
the appropriate style for 
the addition to this 
existing building.
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Security Systems  •  Fire Alarm Systems   •  Card Access Systems  •   Closed Circuit TV

Sprinkler Monitoring   •   Temperature Monitoring

A skilled technician is always readily available to address your security concerns.
We invite you to call and learn more about our services.
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44 Coyle St., Portland, Maine 04101 | info@cornerstonebr.com
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F
rom june to october 2009, Greater 
Portland Landmarks had a total of 7,178 
visitors to the Portland Observatory. People 
came from 48 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and 43 foreign countries. GPL 

hosted 50 guests from England, 43 from Germany, 36 
from Canada, and 19 from Italy. Appearing on the list 
were visitors from as far away as Nepal, South Africa, 
Japan, Uzbekistan, and the Falkland Islands.

In 2010, GPL hosted visitors from all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and more than 40 countries for 
a total of just over 7,400 for the season. Between April 
and October, 749 students, ranging from five-year-olds 
to high school seniors and their chaperones visited the 
Portland Observatory. In 2010, GPL docents led walking 
tours for 493 people.

In the fall, cruise ships that carry upwards of 3,000 
passengers visit Portland, and GPL accommodates those 
who want to take a walking tour or visit the Observatory. 
Visitors can pick up GPL brochures at the Gateway ter-
minal. Many home-schooled students also take advantage 
of our programs.

Tour Touchstones
Numbers don’t tell the whole story, of course. This sea-
son, Greater Portland Landmarks enjoyed hosting many 
special visitors on walking tours and used some creativity 
in accommodating surprise requests.

Docent John Serrage remembers this August, when 
25 people from Maryland on a bicycle tour landed at the 
Portland Jetport. After they took a bus from the airport, 
Serrage, with microphone and an amplifier housed in a 
fanny pack, met them at the Visitors Information Center 
in the Old Port.

“It was a very busy day downtown, and the streets 
were crowded. We went to a quiet part of the Old Port 
to talk, but when we walked Exchange Street I was a bit 
worried. It worked out,” said Serrage. “They were fan-
tastic seniors. I just like to talk to people, which is why 
I like to do this. People ooh and aah on the tours. It’s 
very exciting for me.” After touring Portland, the active 
group was off to Bar Harbor on their bikes. 

Then came the 12 women from Santa Rosa, 
California. The group calls itself the Friends of Epicurus.  
“They found us on the web,” said Hilary Bassett, GPL’s 
Executive Director. “In September they took a leap of 
faith and stopped by the Safford House and asked for 
the Homes of Portland’s Golden Age tour.” After stroll-
ing about the historic homes with docent Ken Jones, 
the west coast group headed off to enjoy lunch at one of 
Portland’s top restaurants.

Jones recalls a well-to-do couple from New York City 
who were in Portland for a week last year. They called to 
register for a tour after the last one had been given for the 
season, and asked for a private outing. Jones was able to 
help out. “We got along very well. They asked intelligent 
questions and hoped I would give them additional tours. 
I couldn’t, but I did give them the scripts so they could 
walk them on their own. They enjoyed that.” n

TOURS GALORE: We Like These Stats

A busy corner near the Seamen’s Club in the Old Port is part 
of the Old Port walking tour.
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