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B y  N a n c y  H e i s e r

F
rom graceful door pulls to massive steel 
trellises, architectural and decorative metal 
work can enhance a property or streetscape. 
Inside a building, cast iron railings, hand 
forged door hinges, and elegant balustrades 

perform essential functions. If carefully designed, they 
can boost the property’s appearance, historic integrity, 
and value.

Take a look at the iron 
fences along historic State 
Street or the decorative 
railings on the West End. 
They serve as the backdrop, 
or the stage curtain, setting 
the welcoming and graceful 
tone for buildings and entire 
streets. Such details add a 
subtle and pleasing aesthetic 
element for passers-by as 
well as preserve the historic 
character of a neighborhood.

Iron was strictly used for 
utilitarian purposes until 
the Middle Ages in Europe. 
Decorative ironwork 
flourished in Renaissance 
Europe, in both secular and 
religious buildings. The 
mid- to late nineteenth century saw a resurgence here 
and abroad in ornamental ironwork, with curls, fluid lines, 
foliage, and other artistic elements added to the forms. 

Wrought iron, cast iron, mild steel, and stainless 
steel have been used for architectural metal work over 
the years. Many historic pieces, particularly those found 
outside – fences, chains, ornaments – are made from 
steel and cast iron. 

Wrought iron is an iron alloy with a low carbon content, 
making it strong, ductile, rust-resistant, and easily welded. 

It was the most common form of malleable iron until 
effective steelmaking. True wrought iron is no longer 
commercially produced, although a few restoration artisans 
work with salvaged wrought iron. Most modern products 
that are called wrought iron are in fact made of mild steel.

The process of casting iron was efficient enough by 
the middle of the nineteenth century to mass-produce 
components, leading to a decline in the use of more 
expensive wrought iron. Cast iron forms, weaker in tension 
than wrought or “worked” iron, are created by pouring 

the metal into molds. Sometimes you can tell if iron is 
cast or wrought by examination. If you see a seam where 
the front and back molds were put together, it’s cast iron. 
Many historic fences were built from a combination of 
cast and wrought iron.

Metal work, despite appearances, can be surprisingly 
fragile, especially when weakened by rust. Joints are 
vulnerable if they have been exposed to water. Even 
large pieces of ironwork often need to be dismantled, 
cleaned, and repaired in a workshop. Before doing so, 

it’s a good idea to take photographs to document the 
original components and their use. For historic accuracy 
and durability, it’s best to repair metal using the same 
materials and techniques as the original.

Richard Duka of Hanover Ironworks in Hanover, Maine 
has been working with steel, cast iron, and aluminum 
for close to 40 years. A large portion of his work is the 
restoration of historic fences, railings, gates, cresting, and 
the like. One example of his work is at 169-171 State 
Street in Portland. Because much of the fence was missing, 
he had to recast several old pieces to replicate it. The 
150-foot fence on Longfellow Common, at the corner of 
Congress and State Streets, is also his. He worked closely 

I ron Work
There’s Strength and Beauty in this Functional Art

Richard Duka entered a three-year union apprenticeship in ironwork after he got out of the military in 1970.  
He worked on bridges and high rises in his native New Jersey before moving to Maine in 1984 and starting his own 
business. The historic fences and gates of the townhouses and stoops of his hometown of Jersey City inspired his 
interest in decorative and historic ironwork. “We brought that interest and skill to Maine, and we kept on fine-tuning 
it,” he says. “Forty years of working with iron has led me to expect the unexpected. Every time I think I’ve seen it all,  
I’ll find a situation that is unique. There is no manual that tells the right or wrong way to do the job.”

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  4

Richard Duka repaired this cast iron and steel piping fence 
on Deering Street in Portland. The piping had to be rolled at 
just the right curvature to replicate the original.

David Burtt uses simple tools that are centuries old: hammer, anvil, and a coal fire. The ornamental blacksmith 
based in Freeport worked as a lawyer before turning to ironwork about a dozen years ago. Burtt is one of less than 1,000 
artisans in this country working full time using traditional methods. He creates contemporary and historic designs that 
correspond to a home’s architecture and period, be they door hardware, railings, lanterns, sconces. Because his steel is 
heated by coal, it better guarantees the work will be historically accurate, he says. He managed to continue his work 
despite this past summer’s record heat. “I kind of lean into it,” he says. “I like the feel of the sweat. It’s a nice sensation.”

One of six, three-foot 
decorative lanterns that 
David Burtt hand-forged. 
They sit atop stone 
pilasters on a seaside 
estate in Gloucester, MA.
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with the city to make sure it was historically appropriate. 
Many of his projects have required creative solutions, 

such as recreating the iron cresting on the Williston West 
Church at 32 Thomas Street. He was given a rough picture 
from about a quarter mile away and asked if he could 
duplicate it. “We had to wing it,” he says. “For every job, 
there is a good story behind it,” he adds.

Timothy Greene of StandFast Works Forge in 
Parsonsfield, Maine also specializes in the repair and 
restoration of wrought and cast iron structures. He 
does blacksmithing and new metalwork as well, with a 
careful eye to making the project historically accurate as 
well as attractive. He offers the following advice to those 
contemplating metalwork on their historic properties.

First, do your research. “Find out what was there, 
or what should be there, according to the motif of the 
property,” he says. Ask questions. Get in touch with 
historic preservation organizations such as Greater Portland 
Landmarks or Maine Preservation for advice. “They have 
a lot of knowledge and are great resources.”

When you restore metal work, strive for harmony with 
the rest of the property. “Don’t put a six-foot fence around 
a one-story building.” There are, he adds, some instances 
where constructing an iron 
fence would detract from 
the building’s appeal.

Save any components 
of the fence or structure 
you are trying to rebuild. 
“A lot of times you can 
recreate from those pieces. Often there are remnants of 
similar ironwork in and around Portland,” he says. 

Consider your material. If you choose to replace 
wrought iron with mild steel, of which most new fences 

are made, it won’t have the same effect as the original, 
he says. Mild steel is the least expensive option, however. 
Greene collects pieces and parts of true wrought iron, 
which he uses for some of his restorations. 

Finally, don’t skimp on the underpinning, such as 
the granite curb, he advises. It’s impossible to make a 
fence straight when the curb isn’t.

“An iron fence outside a property completely transforms 
a property,” he says. “It’s quite striking. It can completely 

change the character of a property. For that reason, the 
investment is a positive thing.”

A few artisans still exclusively forge iron the old way, 
creating custom wrought iron pieces with anvil, hammer, 

and coal fire. David Burtt of Freeport is such a traditionalist 
who is fully committed to historical authenticity. He’ll 
match the materials and techniques of the original, right 
down to the coal fire.

“If people have old pieces of iron work, I will help 
them evaluate what might have existed on their property. 
I have a lot of books and resources, and over the years I 
have gained experience with historical hardware and the 
history of metalwork.” 

Burtt works conceptually, and can help customers 
with designing new items as well as replacements. “The 
medium is plastic, like clay, when hot enough. It’s possible 
to do a lot more with iron than people realize. I think 
a lot about where the work will be installed and the fit. 
Will it be a centerpiece or complement something else, 
for instance.”

Whatever ironwork you are contemplating, it pays to 
check with an expert, so you are assured your preservation 
or restoration project will have strength, beauty, function, 
and historic accuracy. n

Iron Work
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Tim Greene got into ironwork by “situational osmosis,” as he puts it. He took a metals course in high school, 
worked in a shop with his father, and later with a local blacksmith. About eighty percent of his business is devoted to 
railings and fences. In addition to work at many private residences, his projects include historically accurate fences at 
Martin’s Point Health Care in Portland, the John Calvin Stevens house at 52 Bowdoin Street, and the new iron railing 
at the Portland Observatory (shown in progress above). The remainder of his work is hardware and antique 
restoration. “Pretty much anything that’s made out of metal, I do repairs on,” he says.The distinctive cast iron porches at the historic Martin’s Point 

Marine Hospital (1855-59) are character-defining features. 
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Metal work, despite appearances, can 
be surprisingly fragile, especially when 
weakened by rust. Joints are vulnerable 
if they have been exposed to water.

BRYONY BRETT STAINED GLASS
TRADITIONAL DESIGNS    HISTORICAL RESTORATIONS
PORTLAND, ME     207.774.1870      WWW.BRYONYGLASS.COM

G.M. LIBBY & SONS INC.
MASONRY CONTRACTORS

1236 North Road

North Yarmouth, Maine 04097

c u s t o m  s t o n e  a n d  b r i c k

829-3689

Nan Sawyer
Broker

Office: 207-553-1379
Fax: 1-888-531-1913

Cell: 207-415-2787
Email: nan.sawyer@kw.com

www.McFarlaneFieldSawyer.com

50 Sewall St., 2nd Floor
Portland, ME 04102

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Helping Buyers & Sellers Since 1983

Portland: 
A Landmark City
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G
reater portland landmarks 
recently completed a comprehensive 
and long-range Preservation Plan for its 
new headquarters, the William safford 
House at 93 High street in Portland. 

experts in several areas conducted a systematic analysis 
of the exterior and interior architecture, structure, systems, 
and spaces to develop a short and long-term strategy for 
the architecturally signifi cant Italianate building. The plan 
will inform and guide use, interpretation, rehabilitation, 
and maintenance going forward. The Plan is intended 
not only to steer the future treatment of the safford 
House but also to serve as an example for other people 
and entities that own historic buildings.

GPl enlisted several maine companies and individuals 
to lend their expertise. margaret Gaertner at barba + 
Wheelock architecture and Preservation in Portland 
thoroughly researched the safford House’s history. denis 
lachman of lachman architects and Planners did drawings 
and elevations. smrT conducted an energy audit, and 
Wright-ryan Construction completed a prioritized list 
of repairs with cost estimates.

after fi ve months of work, the result is a thick, 
three-ring binder of reports with accompanying Cds, 
drawings, and appendices. It includes studies on the house’s 
existing conditions, space needs, codes requirements, and 
sustainability. This is followed by a cyclical maintenance 
plan and list of budgets and priorities. The guiding 
principle is a preservation philosophy. 

“There had already been a number of initiatives for 
emergency stabilization and repair to the safford House, 
but we looked at needs for meeting and gallery spaces, 
systems, and sustainability,” said Pam Hawkes, a principal 
with boston-based ann beha architects. she synthesized 
the information and spearheaded the production of the 
fi nal Preservation Plan. (Hawkes is a Cape elizabeth 
native and a part-time Portland resident.) “It was a chance 
to look at all the issues and have the organization think 
about what it wants to take on annually.” 

The process started last november and concluded 
in march. “The building had been in institutional use 
since 1930,” said sally oldham, President of GPl’s 
board of Trustees and Chair of the Preservation Plan 
Work Group. “and yet the architectural character of 

the property was so strong. There had been no major 
change in the property in 80 years.”

“In 1985, the building was signifi cantly rehabilitated 
and many of the building systems were replaced. The 
repairs and the equipment are now more than two decades 
old and in need of renewal,” the Plan reads. It goes on 
to list areas of concern, including gutter deterioration, 
mortar and joint damage to chimneys, rotting cornice 
trim, windows in fair to poor condition, and inadequacies 
and code defi ciencies in the mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing systems. accessibility compliance is another 
area needing attention.

To be sure, the large and fl exible rooms of the safford 
House have created more effi cient program and work 
spaces for GPl and will meet the organization’s needs 
for the immediate future. but the report also suggests 
a number of modifi cations to make these spaces more 
functional, such as improved lighting and storage.

It also recommends that sustainability improvements to 
the safford House be made to reduce long-range operating 
costs as well as make it more attractive to tenants. “such 
measures also offer Greater Portland landmarks the 
opportunity to demonstrate the inherent sustainability 
of historic buildings and how they can be renovated to 
meet 21st century standards for energy effi ciency without 
compromising signifi cant features,” the Plan reads. 

“a Preservation Plan is a fabulous tool for someone 
who owns a historic property and wants a guide on how 
to be a good steward of that property,” says oldham. 
“a developer could use a tool like this when looking at 
a historic property.”

some of the most pressing needs are already being 
addressed. Wright-ryan Construction is underway with 
roof replacement, chimney reconstruction, and gutter 
and cornice repair. Completing the fund-raising for 
the needed work is critical to GPl’s ability to take full 
advantage of the mobilization of construction crews and 
thus get the best price. “If you can complete a job in a 
couple of phases, rather than many smaller projects, it’s 
more effi cient,” says oldham. 

“all the information is here so that we can set priorities 
and understand the larger picture in preserving the 
building. We want to set a good example of how to work 
with an older building by investing in the planning up 
front,” says Hilary bassett, GPl’s executive director. 

some tasks the Plan recommends may take many 
years to accomplish. In the meantime, regular inspections 
will be critical to pinpoint immediate or new problems. 
The Plan also advises that an emergency preparedness 
plan be developed to ensure that the occupants, valuable 
collections, and landmark building itself are preserved in 
the event of a disaster.

The Plan lists a scope of Work for future repairs, 
renovations, and upgrades and establishes a list of costs 
and priorities. From recreating the historic balustrade 
(which sits at the bottom of the list) to repairing the 
gutters, downspouts, cornice, and roof (the top priorities), 
the full cost is just over $1.6 million. “That number may 
seem daunting, but no organization can do every project 
all at once,” says bassett. “It is enormously helpful to have 
a road map to plan for the future.” 

The full document is available to interested members 
at GPl’s offi ces at 93 High street. n

Van Dam Architecture and Design
66 West Street, Portland, Maine 04102  207.775.0443  www.vandamdesign.com

House in Camden, Maine

JoIn GPl – please see page 10

a strategy for the safford House
A new Preservation Plan is designed to put our own house in order

THE HATCHER GROUP OF KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

207-775-2121  John@JohnHatcher.us 
www.JohnHatcher.us 

John Hatcher  
“A House SOLD Name” 

Over 25 years of expertise in Historic Homes of 
Southern Maine & all of your  
West End Real Estate needs. 

PAUL VALLIERE PAINTING 

Painting Fine Interiors Since 1984 

Serving Greater Portland to Lewiston/Auburn 

Residential & Commercial 

Great References      Free Estimates       Fully Insured 

207-786-3501            pval111@myfairpoint.net  
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www.EdGardner.info
207-773-1919

151 Newbury Street, Portland, ME  04101

Masterfully Navigating Portland’s Homes

Ed Gardner
Broker

Ed Gardner
Broker

SO PORT-Mtg House Hill 
2BR, 1BA  Bungalow, 1-Car 
Gar., Qualty Renovations

 $238,500

PORTLAND-Intown Condo 
Like-New 2BR, 1BA, 2-Car 

Prkg. Convenient.
$187,500

PORTLAND-West End 
Condo, 1BR, 2BA, 4RM, Era 

Details but Modern, 2-Car Prkg. 
$247,500

PORTLAND-Arts District 
Condo - Unique Contemporary 

3BR, 2.5BA Loft, Deck. 
$465,000

PORTLAND-Townhouse 
Quality 3BR, 3BA, Gar, Decks/

Patio, Ocean Views.
$745,000

PORTLAND-West End 
Condo - Classic, Gorgeous 

2BR, 2BA, Prkg.
$349,000

 

MaINtENaNCE IS BaSIC

No matter the size of your historic structure, 
regular maintenance will pay off in the long 
run with cost savings and the preservation of 
a building’s integrity. to help keep your historic 
structure in good shape: 
n  Make sure someone is assigned to oversee 

maintenance tasks.
n  Carry out maintenance tasks on an annual 

basis, at least.
n  Perform regular inspections to identify new or 

potential problems.
n  keep clear records of work completed.
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The Center for Architecture and Preservation 
Opens to the Community
At the grand opening press conference, lecture, and recep-
tion on November 5, 2009, over 200 people celebrated 
Greater Portland Landmarks’ new Center for Architecture 
and Preservation at the Safford House (1858) at 93 High 
Street. In the afternoon friends and supporters gathered 
with representatives of the media for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony. In an evening lecture at the Portland Museum 
of Art, Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr, director of the Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission, explored the archi-
tecture of Charles A. Alexander, the most prominent 
architect in Portland in the mid-1800s, and affirmed 
his attribution of the building to Alexander. Following 
the lecture, everyone gathered at the Safford House for 
a reception and tour of the building.

Developing GPL’s Center for Architecture and 
Preservation at the Safford House is an exceptional 
opportunity to provide a highly visible example of the 
importance of historic preservation. The purpose of the 
new Center is to:

■■ Expand educational outreach for children and 
adults, including guided tours, teacher workshops, 
exhibitions, and programs about architecture and pre-
serving our heritage; 

■■ Engage the community and promote dialogue 
that will help guide decision-making regarding cur-
rent and future architectural development; 

■■ Increase public access to our unique resources, 
including our Library collections of surveys, books, 
photographs, and archives about preservation, archi-
tecture, and local history; 

■■ Support GPL’s advocacy for historic preserva-
tion and well-designed new buildings and promote 
environmentally sustainable growth to ensure that 
Portland and surrounding towns retain their historic 
character and sense of place; and

■■ Serve as a demonstration project for best prac-
tices in historic preservation and adaptive reuse.

The Center’s location in the heart of the Spring Street 
historic district is especially significant to the preservation 
movement because an entire block of historic buildings 
was torn down to create an arterial road and boxy hotel 
during the Urban Renewal era. GPL saved the Gothic 
House and stopped the Spring Street arterial at the High 
Street corner.

Prior to moving into the building, GPL implemented 
several initial projects, including fire code improvements, 

painting, constructing a storage area in the lower level, 
and reinforcing the library floor. Taggart Construction 
served as the construction manager for this first phase. 
In the process, we discovered and exposed part of a 19th 
century stove hidden behind a wall and a beadboard 
ceiling concealed by modern ceiling tiles. 

Preservation Planning Guides Building Projects
Greater Portland Landmarks commissioned a preservation 
plan, completed in March 2010, to guide the rehabili-
tation of the Safford House and incorporate sustain-
ability initiatives. This effort focused on establishing a 
document to guide our work and had the added benefit 
of engaging top professionals in the region. Architect 
Pamela Hawkes of Ann Beha Architects conducted a 
building conditions assessment and synthesized the plan 
and recommendations. Barba + Wheelock Architects 
provided historical research on the building and its evolu-
tion. Lachman Architects & Planners created measured 
drawings, and Wright Ryan Construction formulated 
budget estimates. The plan also includes an energy audit 
conducted by SMRT and a hazardous materials study by 
Environmental Safety & Hygiene Associates. In progress 
are a lighting plan by Day Matero and a landscape/site 
plan by Todd Richardson Associates. 

In December 2009, GPL convened a charette to identify 
opportunities for energy efficiency, sustainability, and green 
strategies in our rehabilitation of the building. Chaired by 
Peter Taggart of Taggart Construction, former president of 
the Maine Chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council, 
the session included experts in historic preservation, green 
architecture and construction, mechanical engineering, 
indoor air quality, mechanical contractors, and landscape 
architecture as well as GPL staff. 

The board created a new Building Committee, 
chaired by Mac Collins, which has been busy overseeing 
all aspects of the purchase, preservation planning, and 
project implementation for the Safford House. The next 
major project will be the roof replacement, rebuild-
ing chimneys, and repairs to gutter systems, cornices, 
and the belvedere. For this project, John Turk of TTL 
Architects and Al Hodson of Resurgence Engineering 
have created the plans, and Cordelia Pitman of Wright 
Ryan Construction is serving as construction manager. 
The project will begin in September 2010.

Capital Campaign Exceeds $2 Million
This exceptional opportunity was made possible by the 
generosity of more than 100 supporters of the Campaign 

for the Center for Architecture and Preservation. With 
more than $2 million in commitments as of June 30, 2010, 
we achieved our first phase goal of $2 million and reached 
a major milestone toward our total goal of $3 million. 

A $400,000 Challenge Grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities has been essential and 
inspiring! GPL met the Endowment’s challenge to raise a 
three to one match, by far the most successful fundraising 
in our history. With this model in mind, a trustee chal-
lenged GPL to raise $150,000 to secure a gift of $50,000 
and this goal was accomplished with gifts from 24 donors. 
This level of support is a tremendous vote of confidence for 
GPL and for our educational mission to expand access to 
humanities programs focusing on the built environment. 

As of June 30, current members of the campaign steering 
committee include Seth Sprague (chair), Jim Cram, Sally 
Oldham, David Robinson, Nan Sawyer, Paul Stevens, 
and Jim Zimpritch. Anne Holland served as campaign 
coordinator prior to her move to Seattle in August 2010, 
and Tina Mattingly served as campaign counsel. 

Field Services Program Increases 
Preservation Advocacy and Outreach
GPL and Maine Preservation implemented the Field 
Services Program in partnership with the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. Field Representative 

Christopher Closs joined the GPL staff, in a shared a 
half-time position with Maine Preservation, to provide 
preservation information, guidance on advocacy and 
current preservation issues, and on-site technical and 
strategic advice to property owners and organizations in 
greater Portland. The Field Services Program promotes 
collaborative efforts among the three organizations, 
expands access preservation resources, and enhances the 
network of preservationists throughout the state.

Maine’s new 25 percent refundable historic preserva-
tion tax credit created increased demand for our field 
services program. GPL hosted two workshops on how to use 
the new tax credit, which attracted over 100 participants. 
There is a great deal of interest in the credit, which boasts 
a special provision for small projects in the $50,000 to 
$250,000 range. Through field services, GPL offers tax 
credit pre-assessments to facilitate the application process 
for qualified property owners. GPL provided assessments 
for an apartment house, the former Arbor Street fire station, 
commercial buildings on Congress and Middle Streets, a 
historic hotel, and several other properties.

In addition, GPL convened an advisory group to create 
a plan for increased utilization of the Masonic Temple 
(1910), designed by Frederick Tompson and located next 
door to Portland’s City Hall. We also met with concerned 
citizens about the future of the Nathan Clifford School 
(1906), designed by John Calvin Stevens and John Howard 
Stevens, and provided support for members of the Board 

Greater Portland Landmarks 
Annual Report i2009-10
A Bold Move for Greater Portland Landmarks!

A
t the end of july 2009, Greater Portland Landmarks realized an ambitious 
goal by purchasing the Safford House to serve as our new Center for 
Architecture and Preservation. The result of visioning in our strategic plan, 
the new Center is the focal point of our capital campaign, which achieved 
a new milestone by exceeding the $2 million mark toward our $3 million 

goal. We commissioned a preservation plan for the building and began implementing 
its recommendations. In addition, we made major progress in advocacy and community 
outreach. We launched a new lecture series focusing on the interface of historic and 
contemporary architecture. We expanded access to strategic and technical assistance to 
community members and property owners through our new Field Services Program presented 
in partnership with Maine Preservation and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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of Regents of Westbrook’s Walker Memorial Library 
(1893), designed by Frederick Tompson. These large 
structures face extensive deferred maintenance, postponed 
code improvements, and inadequate financial support, 
all of which endanger their survival. GPL also testified at 
the town council in Cape Elizabeth to advocate for the 
preservation of the Goddard Mansion (1855) designed 
by Charles Alexander, which remains as a ruin in Fort 
Williams Park in Cape Elizabeth. 

GPL joined the Portland Society of Architects 
(PSA) in advocating for more distinctive design elements 
for the new Veterans Bridge, and participating in the 
context-sensitive design process coordinated by the Maine 
Department of Transportation (MDoT). At the completion 
of the process, Hilary Bassett of GPL, Christine Cantwell 
of PSA, Anne Pringle, and Noni Ames approached MDoT 
about creating a working group to provide further design 
input on decorative poles, paving materials for the bicycle/
pedestrian path, railings, lighting, and plantings. MDoT 
agreed, and the working group met regularly through the 
summer of 2010 in order to meet construction schedules. 
This approach will serve as a model for future projects. 
GPL and PSA representatives are also involved in current 
discussions of the Martin’s Point Bridge as part of an 
advisory committee of constituents.

Teaching Preservation, Architecture and History 
GPL offered educational tours, programs, and events 
and provided interpretation at the Portland Observatory, 
reaching a wide array of students, residents, and tourists. 

In the fall of 2009, over 50 people attended GPL-
sponsored tours highlighting the 125th anniversary 
of the Stevens architectural firm, started by John 
Calvin Stevens which has now evolved into SMRT. 
Tours of Delano Park on September 19 and the Western 
Promenade on Sept. 26 featured in-town residences and 

seaside cottages by the Stevens firm. On September 24, 
Paul Stevens, great grandson of John Calvin Stevens, and 
Earle Shettleworth, Jr., led walking tours pointing out the 
firm’s downtown commercial structures from the 1880s 
to the present. “John Calvin Stevens Day” on October 8 
attracted a large turnout of community members, along 
with several school groups.

The Landmarks lecture series began with the 
grand opening of the new Center. On November 12, 
architects Scott Simons and Cordelia Pitman tackled 
the question “What is Good Design?” On January 
14, architects Kyo Bannai and Paul Stevens discussed 
“The Role of Contemporary Architecture in Portland” 
and on February 10, architect Denis Lachman and 
green construction expert Peter Taggart talked about 
“Sustainability and the Greening of Historic Buildings.” 
Forty to sixty people attended each of the lectures 
at the Cumberland Club, organized by Ruth Story, 
programs committee chair.

In the spring, on March 30, GPL was one of eight design 
oriented organizations that collaborated on a presentation 
called “The Art of Bridge Design” by Spiro Pollalis of the 
Harvard Graduate School of Design and David Scott of 
Arup Engineers. Attended by over 250 people, the lecture 
brought attention to the issues and opportunities created by 
bridges, an especially timely topic in light of the Veterans 
Bridge and Martin’s Point bridge projects. 

An enthusiastic group of 60 volunteer docents gave 

guided tours of the historic signal tower and of Portland 
neighborhoods. The 15th class of Portland’s History 
Docents (PHD) graduated, bringing 12 new docents 
to GPL’s volunteer force. Jennifer Pollick joined the 
staff as Manager of Education Programs, bringing her 
expertise from working in historic houses and museums 
in New York.

During the 2009 season, 7,178 visitors toured the 
Portland Observatory, from 50 states and 35 foreign 
countries. In the fall of 2009 and spring of 2010, 1,293 
students and 158 chaperones came to the Observatory as 
part of organized school tours. Many of those students also 
toured the Eastern Cemetery (1668), where Observatory 
builder Lemuel Moody and the captains of the War of 
1812 ships Boxer and Enterprise are buried. On Flag Day, 
June 14, nearly 500 people toured the tower, made flags, 
went on walking tours, listened to Sea Songs by David 
Peloquin and stories read by children’s book author Katie 
Clark. Tim Greene of StandFast Works Forge, cut the 
ribbon for the new handrail he created for the tower, 
which was funded with a grant from Hampton Hotels. 
The Maine Arts Commission and Maine Humanities 
Council sponsored the event. 

GPL once again sponsored walking tours of the 
Old Port, Mondays through Saturdays and Homes of 
Portland’s Golden Age (the High  Street and State Street 
area) on Thursdays and Fridays. Portland’s Downtown 
District sold tickets for the Old Port Tour at its Visitor 
Information kiosk in Tommy’s Park, and the Golden Age 
tours met at the Safford House. 

In June 2010, GPL offered two neighborhood work-
shops about energy efficiency in existing buildings, at 
the Reiche School in Portland’s West End and at St. 
Lawrence Arts and Community Center on Munjoy 
Hill. The presenters were Peter Taggart of Taggart 
Construction, and GPL’s Hilary Bassett and Chris 

Closs. Forty participants brought their questions and 
desire to make improvements to their properties. Future 
workshops will be held in different neighborhoods in 
Portland. This program is sponsored by the Horizon 
Foundation and the Moe Fund of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation.

Providing Access to Preservation 
Information and Resources 
Joan Bennert, librarian for the Peabody Research Library, 
continued her leadership in improving collections storage, 
developing finding aids, updating procedures, and organiz-
ing GPL’s early papers and archives. Marilyn Sarelas added 
her expertise in organizing documents, photographs, and 
artifacts relating to the Portland Observatory, and Darlene 
Jarrell, Dianne Manning, Joseph Thompson, and Betsy 
Krementz assisted with a range of activities to organize 
the Library. Volunteers Amelia Wise, Jason White, and 
Lorie Mastemaker helped with research and office projects.

During 2009-10, GPL’s collections of materials on 
architecture and preservation benefitted from generous 
donations of books, pamphlets, postcards, and images, 
including book collections from Norman Morse, Pam 
Plumb, and the late Linda Mansfield. Library interns Matt 
Jacobson and Sarah Smith catalogued these materials and 
integrated them into the library collections.

The quarterly Landmarks Observer newspaper 
continued to provide information about current advo-

cacy, restoration techniques, historic preservation, and 
architecture. 

GPL published the Maine Restoration Directory fea-
turing over 60 providers of preservation services. GPL’s 
Advisory Service continued its efforts to provide field 
visits of historic properties, adding reports and photo-
graphs to the archives in the Peabody Library. 

With generous support from the Quimby Family 
Foundation, we made major progress toward publication 
of the Deering book, a ten-year project. As of the end of 
August 2010, the book is in the final stages of production. 
Author Bill Barry and editor Susan Ransom, along with 
Jamie Kingman Rice, Paula Craighead, graphic designer 
Michael Mahan and Earle Shettleworth, Jr., have worked 
tirelessly to complete the project. 

Spreading the Word that Preservation Works!
With generous grants from the Sam Cohen Foundation, 
we updated GPL’s e-newsletter and created templates 
for letterhead, business cards, and promotional materi-
als for education programs. In addition, we redesigned 
our rack cards and signage for walking tours and the 
Portland Observatory. 

GPL continues to operate on a limited budget, and 
the board once again achieved 100% participation, and 
this year surpassed its $35,000 goal for annual giving, 
setting a new record. GPL has made increased fundrais-
ing, expanded earned income, and other revenue devel-
opment efforts a high priority. With guidance from the 
Marketing and Development Committees, GPL continued 
to strengthen marketing, grant writing and fundraising, 
with able assistance from Development Coordinator Toby 
Crockett Kilgore and Administrative Assistant Lisa Flaim. 

In May 2010, the Historic House Gala attracted 200 
guests to the George F. West Mansion (1910-11), a beauti-
fully restored Colonial Revival residence on the Western 

Promenade in Portland designed by Frederick A. Tompson. 
Gary and Doreen Elliot opened their home for a delightful 
evening featuring remarks by Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr., 
director of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission. 
The Gala Committee of Toby Crockett Kilgore, Michelle 
Amero, Katie Allen, Jane Briggs, Caroline Pratt, Susan 
Lucas, and Jed Rathband created an elegant party. 

Once again, GPL has hired Runyon Kersteen Ouellette 
to conduct an accounting audit at the end of the fiscal 
year. The audit is in process and the full financial reports 
will be available at the annual meeting in September 
2010. Please call the office at 774-5561 ext. 103 if you 
would like a copy of the financial statements. Members 
of the Finance committee have been active in overseeing 
financial reporting and progress toward achieving financial 
goals, including revising our bookkeeping system this year. 
Overall, in spite of the poor economy, GPL has greatly 
expanded our fundraising and improved our financial 
performance, and expects to continue this improvement 
in the coming year. 

Thank You to All Who Make GPL’s 
Programs and Services Possible!
Looking back on the year, we realize how much GPL has 
accomplished with extraordinary support from our amaz-
ing and generous community, board, staff, and volunteers. 
Thank you to all of you who have made GPL’s programs 
and services possible! n

photos from left to right: 

Summer cottages designed by John Calvin 
Stevens were the focus of GPL’s tour of Delano 
Park in Cape Elizabeth. 

Executive director Hilary Bassett and board 
president Sally Oldham cut the ribbon for GPL’s 
new Center for Architecture and Preservation as 
Portland City Councilor David Marshall looked on.

GPL’s public issues committee met with 
concerned neighbors about the future of the 
Nathan Clifford School. (L to R: Hilary Bassett, 
Ed Suslovic, Chris Closs, Barry Hosmer, and  
Jeff Selser) 
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FY09-10 Annual  
Appeal Donors
Susan S. Abt
Tom & Diana Allen
Roger B. & Paula A. Allen
Amica Companies 

Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program

Richard Anderson
John & Sharon Andrews
Elizabeth Astor
Ellen Bailey
Dr. Warren & Jane Baldwin
Mrs. Peter Barnard
Carol Barnes
Hilary D. Bassett
Joan R. Bassett
Nancy & Andre Benoit
Scott L. Benson &  

M. Elizabeth Gallie
Marta Bent
Victoria & Erno Bonebakker
Gregory W. Boulos
George & Deborah Brett
Jane G. Briggs 
Russell & Barbara Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. Norman G. 

Brown
Fletcher & Charlotte Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth H. 

Brownell
Jim & Jennifer Buchanan
Kenneth Cicuto & Barbara 

McInnis
Portia & Joshua Clark
Robert Cleaves & Jane 

Batzell
Christopher W. Closs &  

Pamela R. McDonald
Mary Murray B. Coleman
Malcolm L. Collins
Joseph Conforti
Madeleine G. Corson
Paula Craighead
Jim & Anne Cram
Dennis Crowley
Nancy Cuff-Bigelow
Mrs. Robert Cullinan
Constance J. Cushman
Richard & Shirley Dalbeck
Howard H. Dana Jr. &  

Susan B. Dana
William & Barbara 

Davisson
Rachel R. Deans
Caroline Denham &  

Peter Rolfe
Mary Ellen Deschenes &  

David Talbott
Charles deSieyes &  

Carol Ward
Josephine H. Detmer
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Dewey
Capt. & Mrs. Hiram Dexter Jr.
Bonnie Dietz
Josephine E. Diggs
Charles W.H. &  

Marylee Dodge
Henry & Lucy Donovan
Mary C. Doughty
Tom & Sarah Dowd
Josiah H. Drummond, Jr. &  

Joanna Drummond
Elizabeth Dubois -  

Remax By The Bay
William C. &  

Maxine W. Duffy
Alice Eagleson
Harland H. Eastman
Peter S. Eastman
Suzanne Ewing
Rev. John J. Feeney
The Foss Company
Richard F. Foss
Dorothea B. Foss
Les Fossel
Carol Fritz
John & Carol Furman
Edmund J. Gardner, Jr.
Capt. William &  

Margot Gatchell
Edward Gervais
Marjorie Getz
George Gilmore
Roger Gilmore
Bernard & Phyllis Givertz
Judge Caroline Glassman
M. Z. Graves
Gordon F. & Anne Grimes
Francis J. & Marion Guthrie
Myron & Gladys Hager
Charles Hall & Lisa French
William & Ann Hall
Claire & Michael Hammen
Dawn E. & Gary Hamilton
Tom S. Hanson &  

Elizabeth Kubik
Christopher M. Harte &  

Katherine Stoddard Pope
Philip C. Haughey
Pamela Hawkes &  

Scott Teas
Carrie & Ted Heidrich
Anne Eliot Hiatt
Alison D. Hildreth
Daniel Hildreth
Jane P. Hyde
Richard & Rachel Innes
J.B. Brown & Sons
Herbert F. Janick III &  

Kathleen Janick

Darlene C. & Mark Jarrell
Stephen & Carolyn Jenks
Douglas R. Johnson
Mary Jo & John Keffer
Carol F. Kessler
Jeffrey N. Kline
Jane Kolkhorst
Steve & Mary Jo Kolkhorst
Harry W. Konkel
Susan Konkel
Ken Kunin & Beth Stickney
Denis Lachman
J. William Laliberte
Greg Lanou &  

Tracy Skillin-Lanou
Christopher Lavoie
Peter M. &  

Kathleen S. Leslie
Tina & Rich Levy
Cissie Lindemann
Pamela Lord
Susan & Jake Lucas
Mrs. Joseph Lyman
Mary G. Lynch
William A. & Anne W. 

Macleod
Christine & Waite Maclin
Dianne C. Manning
Nancy N. Masterton
Janet C. McCaa
Robin & Ted McCarthy
Sarah S. Meacham
Michael Mertaugh
Daphne & Richard Meyer
Zareen Taj Mirza
Christopher Monkhouse
James & Marjorie Moody
William and Jane Moody
Manny & Chris Morgan
Kate & Lauren Morrell
Linda J. Murnik
Carolyn Murray
Jane V. Nelson
Bruce & Patricia Nelson
Norm & Sally Nelson
Nick Nikazmerad
Laura Newman &  

Jeffrey Norris
Robert & Susan Nielsen
Ben & Anne Niles
Ann & Ted Noyes
Nicholas Noyes &  

Margaret Hourigan
John & Karen O’Brien
Sally & Ted Oldham
Daniel E. O’Leary
Ted O’Meara & Mandy 

Schumaker 
Dorothy S. Osher
Harold & Peggy Osher
Alfred L. Padula, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John Van C. 

Parker
David & Mel Paul
Charlotte Perillo
Edwin H. Pert
Alice Mary Pierce
Cordelia Pitman
Peter S. & Pam Plumb
Victoria Poole
Roxanne Quimby
Sally W. Rand
Karen Rasmussen & 

Manuel Pena
Jed Rathband
Edward M. & Karen A. Rea
Wilma P. Redman
Dan & Elinor Redmond
Lynn & Theodore Reese
Mrs. Elizabeth Rennie
Joe & Sarah Reynolds
William S. Richards
Janet E. Roberts
David Robinson
Frank Rodway
Donna Roggenthien &  

Ron Leeking
Joan Ross
Susan Dempsey Rouillard
Janice B. Rowe
Mary Roy & Peter DeTroy
Joel & Carolyn Russ
H. Blaine & Hazel Sanborn
Mrs. Eleanor Conant 

Saunders
Nan Sawyer
Jenny P. Scheu &  

John W. Ryan
Elena Schmidt
Elliott & Dorothy Schwartz
W. M. Schwind, Jr. &  

Arlene Schwind
Aurelia C. Scott &  

Robert E. Krug
Sandra T. Scully
Jeffrey Selser
Jean C. Semonite
Thomas J. Sferes
James B. & Lynn Shaffer
Peter & Barbara Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sheldon
Deborah S. Shinn
George & Sunnie Silverman
Harriette Small
Kathryn Smith
Winthrop & Margaret Smith
Lendall L. Smith &  

Nancy Herter
Margaret W. Soule
Alice & Richard Spencer
Seth & Laura Fecych 

Sprague

Phineas & Mary Louise 
Sprague

Anne Stanley
Paul S. & Doris J. Stevens
Holmes & Didi Stockly
Ruth & Gene Story
Kristin G. Sweeney
Franklin Talbot
Herbert A. Taylor
Ted Tedesco
Matt Thayer & Margaret 

Hazlett
Philip Thompson
Jane & Joseph Thrift
Anna Marie & John Thron
Dan Tipton
Crandall Toothaker
Unum Matching  

Gifts Program
Lee Urban
John T. Ventimiglia
Barbara Vestal &  

Ned Chester
Philip J. & Janet I. Villiotte
Dr. & Mrs. C. B. Voss
Ann Staples Waldron
Diana J. Washburn
Bonnie & Ed Waybright
Jane Costello Wellehan
Robert M. Whelan Jr. &  

Kathleen M. Whelan
Breda M. & David White
Nicholas & Lisa Witte
Helen A. Woodbrey
Oliver Woshinsky & 

Patricia Garrett
Wright-Ryan Construction
Boat York
Robert & Deborah Young
Daniel & Frances Zilkha
James B. Zimpritch &  

Lynda J. Means, M.D. 

Additional Gifts 
(including in-kind)
Herb Adams
Katie Allen
Michelle Amero
Deb Andrews
Marya Baron
William D. Barry
Joan Bennert
Dr. Joyce K. Bibber
Breakwater Technology, Inc. 
Jane G. Briggs
Timothy P. Byrne
Thomas Caron
Todd Caverly
City of Portland
Coffee by Design
Committee to Restore  

the Abyssinian 
Alan Holt, Community 

Design Studio
Dennis Crowley &  

Bruce Redford
Martha Deprez
Roxanne Eflin
Sean Flaim
glbCreative
GrowSmart Maine
Cally Gurley
William & Nancy Hall
Scott Hanson
Harmon’s & Barton’s
Ed Hobler
Al Hodson
Anne Holland
Richard Innes
Toby Crockett Kilgore
Jamie Kingman-Rice
Denis Lachman
Bill Laliberte
Chris Lavoie
Noelle Lord
Maine Historical Society
David Marshall
Carol Martin-Hausmann
Nancy V. Montgomery
Anthony Muench
Sally & Norm Nelson
Nancy Noble
O’Brien Design
Sally & Ted Oldham
Protection Professionals
Anne Pringle
Susan Ransom
Jed Rathband
Jeffrey T. Selser
John & Elizabeth Serrage
Lynn Shaffer
Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr.
Ruth Townsend Story
Joseph Thompson
University of New England
Mary Anne Moore Wallace
David & Elise Wilson

Library
Richard Anderson
Joan Bennert
Dr. Joyce K. Bibber
Fletcher & Charlotte Brown 
Thomas Caron
Madeleine G. Corson
Cally Gurley
Nancy Hall
Tom Hinkle
Edward Hobler
Darlene C. Jarrell
Elizabeth W. Johnson

Richard Knowland
Betsy Krementz
Linda Lord
Maine Historical Records  

Advisory Board
Dianne C. Manning
The Mansfield Family  

in memory of  
Linda Mansfield

The Children of John &  
Elizabeth Moore

Peter Monro
Kate & Lauren Morrell 
Norman Morse
Anthony Muench
Pam Plumb
Janet E. Roberts
Marilyn Sarelas
Thomas J. Sferes
Joseph Thompson
University of New England
Mary Anne Moore Wallace

Advocacy
Noni Ames
Jane Briggs
Christine Cantwell
Christopher W. Closs
Tom Dowd
Marjorie Getz
Carole Merrill
Nancy Montgomery
Norm Nelson
Sally Oldham
Ted Oldham
Anne Pringle
Jed Rathband
Dave Robinson
Nan Sawyer
Jeff Selser
Lynn Shaffer
Barbara Vestal
Jack Vreeland

Education
Richard Anderson
William D. Barry
Hilary Bassett
Margaret E. Burnham  

Charitable Trust
Christopher W. Closs
Sam L. Cohen Foundation
The Horizon Foundation
Noelle Lord
Maine Arts Commission
Maine Humanities Council
Morton-Kelly  

Charitable Trust
National Trust for Historic 

Preservation Charles 
Evans Hughes Fund 

National Trust for Historic 
Preservation  
Richard & Julia Moe Fund

David & Mel Paul
Jamie Kingman-Rice
Susan Ransom
Phineas W. Sprague  

Memorial Foundation
Peter Taggart, Taggart 

Construction

Field Services 
Program
Edward H. Daveis 

Benevolent Fund
Jane’s Trust
National Trust for  

Historic Preservation

Sponsorships
Aurora Provisions
Benchmark Residential and 

Investment Real Estate
Caiola’s 
Curtis Thaxter  

Attorneys at Law
The Eastland Hotel
Kinda Blue
Lachman Architects & 

Planners
Les Fossel’s Old House 

Restoration
Maine Home + Design
Masonry Preservation 

Associates
Meridian Mortgage Group
Harmon’s & Barton’s
H. M. Payson & Company
Taggart Construction, Inc.

Foundations & 
Grants
1772 Foundation
Amica Companies Foundation
Bangor Savings Bank 
Margaret E. Burnham  

Charitable Trust
Sam L. Cohen Foundation
Davis Family Foundation
Fisher Charitable 

Foundation
The Horizon Foundation
Maine Arts Commission
Maine Community 

Foundation
Maine Historic 

Preservation Commission
Maine Historical Records  

Advisory Board

Maine Humanities Council
Morton-Kelly  

Charitable Trust
National Endowment  

for the Arts
National Endowment for 

the Humanities
National Trust for  

Historic Preservation 
Phineas W. Sprague  

Memorial Foundation
Phillips-Green Foundation
Quimby Family Foundation
Rines-Thompson Fund of 

the Maine Community 
Foundation

The George L. Shinn and  
Clara Shinn Foundation

State of Maine -  
New Century Program

Unum Foundation

Observatory
Katie Clark
Herb Clark
Maine Arts Commission
Maine Humanities Council
David Peloquin
Rines-Thompson Fund of 

the Maine Community 
Foundation

John York, Jr.

In Memory Of
Patricia McGraw Anderson
Roger C. Bailey
Sarah Gallagher
Linda Mansfield
John Moore

In Honor of
Elizabeth Moore

Volunteers
Barbara Allard
Katherine B. Allen
Michelle Amero
Bob Armitage
Marc Bagala
Mary Lou Bailey
Charles Baldwin
Marya Baron
Lisa Beneman
Joan Bennert
Scott Benson
Mary Berry
Dr. Joyce K. Bibber
Brad Blake
Greg Boulos
Jane G. Briggs
Bruce Brown
Jeanne Bull
Betsy Callahan
Jim & Judi Carll
Lola Carollo
Thomas Caron
Bob Cleaves
Amelia Chamberlain
Malcolm L. Collins
Michael Connell
Paula Craighead
Dennis Crowley
Beth DeTine
Carla Discala
Holly Doggett
Tom Dorman
Tom Dowd
Joe Drummond
Jeff Eastman
Betsy Elliman
Denise Fairchild
Debbie Fisher
Bill Frappier
John Furman
Cliff Gallant
Stephanie Gagnon
Marjorie Getz
Richard Gilbane
Patrick Gilgallon
Stan Goodnow
Gregory Goodspeed
William Gowen
Barbara Hager
Bill Hall
Jon Hall
Claire Hammen
Eric Handley
RJ Harper
Roland Hawkes
Jim Healy
John Henderson
Tom Hinkle
Ed Hobler
Al Hodson
Norm Hjort
John Houghton
David Howe
Darlene C. Jarrell
Douglas R. Johnson
Kenneth Jones
John C. Knox
Steve Kolkhorst
Betsy Krementz
Turner Kruysman
Denis Lachman
J. William Laliberte
Chris Lavoie
Ginger Lawson
Jean Leonard
Connie Lewis
Cissie Lindemann

Gini Link
Susan Lucas
Abby Lumsden
Suzanne Maarten
Margo Mallar
Carol Manchester
Lorie Mastemaker
Bob Mathews 
Kelly McDaniel
Joe McKenna
Peter & Carole Merrill
Daphne &  

Richard Meyer
Tara Milliken
Rachel Miller
Judy Montgomery
Nancy Montgomery
Paul Mullany
Pris Nelson
Sally & Norm Nelson
Suky Nesvig
Leela Nowrangi
Nicholas Noyes
Sally & Ted Oldham
Leigh Olson
Reggie Osborn
Ted O’Meara
Izzy Parkinson
David & Mel Paul
Gail Peabody
Everett Perlman
Cordelia Pitman
Anne Pringle
Caroline Pratt
Lyle Prescott
Mary Price
Roxanne Quimby
Jodie Ramsey 
Jed Rathband
Wilma Redman
Dan Redmond
Jenny Riley
David Robinson
Joan M. Ross
Susan Dempsey Rouillard
Marilyn Sarelas
Susan Sargent
Carole Savage
Nan Sawyer
Aurelia C. Scott &  

Robert E. Krug
Jeff Selser
John Serrage
Steve Sesto
Lynn & Jim Shaffer
Mark Shapp
Angelika Schechter
Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr.
Charles D. Sloatman
Sarah H. Smith
Seth Sprague
Wendy Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. James S. 

Stevens
Paul & Dodo Stevens
Daniel Strauss
Naomi Stevens
Ruth Towsend Story
Michelle Strattard
Dan Strauss
Matthew Sullivan
Peter Taggart
Anna Marie Thron
Herb Taylor
Joseph Thompson
Dan Tipton
Bill & Barbara Tolman
William & Judith Toohey
Ellen Van Fleet
Diane Vaughn
Barbara Vestal
John Voyer
John Watson
Bonnie & Ed Waybright
Pat Webber
Betsy Weber
Breda White
Jason White
Lisa Willey
Amelia P. Wise
David & Elise Wilson
Otis Wortley
Alicia Yascas

Portland  
Observatory Staff
Betsy Callahan
Max Dismore
Seth Goldstein
Caitlyn Horose
Carol Martin-Hausmann
Rebecca Minnick
Stephanie Neales
Jennifer Pollick
Jenny Riley 
Mark Shapp

Business 
Members
Bagala Window Works
Barba + Wheelock 

Architecture, 
Preservation + Design

J. B. Brown & Sons
Committee to  

Restore the Abyssinian
East Brown Cow 

Management
Grandview Window 

Cleaning
GrowSmart Maine

The Heritage Company 
Coppersmiths LLC

Historic Retirement LLC 
(The Highlands)

Dan Kolbert Building and 
Renovations LLC

Lachman Architects and 
Planners

G. M. Libby & Sons
Masonry Preservation 

Associates
Mid-Maine Restoration, Inc.
Mills Whitaker  

Architects, LLC
Ocean Gate Realty, LLC
Old World Masonry
Portland’s Choice Realty
Elizabeth Dubois -  

Remax By The Bay
Resurgence Engineering & 

Preservation, Inc.
Nan Sawyer - Keller 

Williams Realty
Sheldon Slate  

Products Co. Inc.
Stone*Henge Restoration
TTL Architects
Taggart Construction, Inc.
Turner-Barker Insurance
Van Dam Architecture & 

Design
WBRC Architects-

Engineers

Members, Lemuel 
Moody ($100)
Anonymous
Roger B. & Paula A. Allen
Charlton H. & Noni Ames
Ellen Asherman
John & Georgia Bancroft
Victoria & Erno Bonebakker
Fletcher & Charlotte Brown
Russell & Barbara Briggs
Jim & Jennifer Buchanan
John & Ann Carman
Chris Closs &  

Pamela R. McDonald
Chris & Carolyn Colpitts
Paula Craighead &  

Michael E. Saucier
Neva Cram &  

Dr. Kerry Drach
Richard & Shirley Dalbeck
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein 
Carol DeTine & Roger 

Woodman
Henry & Lucy Donovan
Mary C. Doughty
Thomas & Sarah Dowd
William C. & Maxine W. 

Duffy
John J. & Noreen Evans
Charles Hall & Lisa French
Anne Eliot Hiatt
Jane P. Hyde
Darlene C. & Mark Jarrell
Gwen Keighley-Hiatt
Sam & Nancy Ladd
Tina & Rich Levy
Cissie Lindemann
Keith Luke
Mary G. Lynch
William A. &  

Anne W. Macleod
Christian & Rosalind 

Magnuson
Dianne C. Manning
Janet C. McCaa
Jeff McCarthy & Martha 

Zimicki
Pamela McTigue
Philip L. & Gloria S. Meyer
Leonard & Merle Nelson
Robert & Susan Nielsen
Nicholas Nikazmerad
Edward M. & Karen A. Rea
Reed & Co. Architecture
Frank & Sharon Reilly
Janice B. Rowe
Susan & Frank Ruch
Philip Scavotto &  

Cecelia Caldwell 
Elena Schmidt
James B. & Lynn Shaffer
Kathryn Smith
Kenneth S. Spirer & Joan 

S. Leitzer
Anne Stanley
Robert B. &  

Joanne P. Stewart
Mr. Franklin Talbot
Becki & Bill Thomas
William & Judith Toohey
Jos Van Mierlo
Philip J. & Janet I. Villiotte
Paul Violette
Jane Costello Wellehan
Anne B. Zill

Members,  
Frances Fassett 
($250) & Above
Charles W.H. & Marylee 

Dodge
Thomas J. Sferes
Mrs. Emerson H. Drake
Betsy & Tom Elliman
Ronald & Elizabeth Dubois
Paul S. & Doris Stevens
M.Z. Graves

Roger & Betty Gilmore
John & Elizabeth Serrage
Candice & Shepard Lee
William & Ann Hall
Stephen Poulos
Mark McGrath

Life Members
Elizabeth Astor
Mr. & Mrs. Norman G. Brown
Joan B. Burns
Madeleine Corson
Jean Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. Harry W. Konkel
Mallory Kirk Marshall & 

Peter Haffenreffer
Zareen Taj Mirza
Sheila Paine & Judith 

Steinhauer
Margaret P. Stewart
Isabel F. Thacher

Campaign for 
the Center for 
Architecture & 
Preservation 
1772 Foundation
Katherine B. Allen
Eric Altholz &  

Mary McQuillen
Charlton H. & Noni Ames
Auto Europe
Bagala Window Works
Bangor Savings Bank
Barba + Wheelock 

Architecture, 
Preservation + Design

Peter Bass
Hilary D. Bassett
David P. Becker
Victoria & Erno Bonebakker
Gregory W. Boulos
Jane G. Briggs
Joshua & Portia Clark
Bob Cleaves and  

Jane Batzell
Madeleine G. Corson
Jim & Anne Cram
Dennis Crowley
Curtis Thaxter Matching 

Gifts Program
Davis Family Foundation
Josephine H. Detmer
Charles W. H. and  

Marylee Dodge
Joanna & Josiah 

Drummond, Jr.
Maxine and Bill Duffy
East Brown Cow 

Management
Peter S. Eastman
Betsy & Tom Elliman
Elliotsville Plantation, Inc.
Jack and Norren Evans
Fisher Charitable 

Foundation
Dorothea Foss
Wyatt & Rachael Garfield
Cate & Dick Gilbane
Bequest of Edward Payson 

George in memory of 
Judge Levi Turner

Roger and Betty Gilmore
Matt and Lynn Goldfarb
Doug Green
Charles Hall
Claire and Michael 

Hammen
Harriman Architects + 

Engineers
John Hatcher
Pamela Hawkes & Scott 

Teas
Alison and Horace Hildreth
Stephen & Mary Jo 

Kolkhorst
Mr. & Mrs. Harry W. Konkel
Denis Lachman & Kiya 

Smith
Candice & Shepard Lee
Libra Foundation
Susan & Jake Lucas
Maine Arts Commission
Maine Community 

Foundation
Maine Historic 

Preservation Commission, 
New Century Program

Maine New Century 
Community Program for 
Facilities and Historical 
Collections

Nancy N. Masterton
Lynda Means, M.D. and 

James B. Zimpritch
Nancy V. Montgomery & 

Jack Vreeland
James & Marjorie Moody
William M. & Jane S. Moody
Margaret and  

Mason Morfit
Marta Morse
Norman H. Morse
Morton Kelly  

Charitable Trust
Linda J. Murnik
National Endowment for 

the Humanities
National Trust for 

Historic Preservation, 
Preservation Fund

Sally & Norm Nelson
Ben & Anne Niles
Sally & Ted Oldham
Ted O_Meara
Phillips-Green Foundation
Pam & Peter Plumb
Caroline and Vaughan Pratt
Nancy Tholen Prince
Anne & Harry Pringle
Protection Professionals
Sally W. Rand
Jed Rathband
Wilma P. Redman
Charles W. Redman III
Daniel and Elinor Redmond
Rines Thompson Fund of 

the Maine Community 
Foundation

Cornelia Robinson
Timothy and Maren Robinson
Joan M. Ross
Susan Dempsey Rouillard
Hannah Lincoln Russell
John Ryan and Jenny 

Scheu and Wright-Ryan 
Construction

Jane & Harrison Sawyer
Nan Sawyer
Bill & Arlene Schwind
Winton Scott & Laura 

McDill & Winton Scott 
Architects

Jeffrey T. Selser
John & Elizabeth Serrage
Jim & Lynn Shaffer
Amy Shinn
The George L. Shinn and 

Clara S. Shinn Foundation
Scott Simons Architects
Charlton Smith
Alice and Dick Spencer
Kenneth S. Spirer &  

Joan S. Leitzer
Abbott and Leslie Sprague 

Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Phineas 

Sprague
Seth & Laura  

Fecych Sprague
Paul & Dodo Stevens  

in honor of  
John Calvin Stevens II

Holmes & Didi Stockly
Ruth and Gene Story
Ann Elizabeth Strout
Peter Taggart & Taggart 

Construction, Inc.
Susan D. Thomas in honor 

of Dodie Detmer
Anna Marie & John Thron
Unum
Unum Matching  

Gifts Program
Van Dam Architecture  

and Design
John Watson &  

Nancy Brain
WBRC Architects - 

Engineers
David D. & Breda M. White
Rob and Robin Whitten
James B. Zimpritch & 

Lynda J. Means, M.D. 

Center for 
Architecture & 
Preservation -  
In Kind
Bruce Hackett, Abatement 

Professionals
Ted Wallace, AirTemp
Richard Anderson
Marc Bagala, Bagala 

Window Works
Bangor Savings Bank
Barba + Wheelock, 

Architecture + 
Preservation

Campbell Electric
Pete Chavonelle, Masonry 

Preservation Associates
Christopher W. Closs
Doug Hansen, Protection 

Professionals
Pamela Hawkes, Ann Beha 

Architects
Alfred Hodson, Resurgence 

Engineering
Gunnar Hubbard,  

Fore Solutions
Denis Lachman, Lachman 

Architects Planners
Jeffrey Lozier
Maine Indoor  

Air Quality Council
Chris McLoon, Verrill Dana
Sally Oldham, Oldham 

Historic Properties
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Greater Portland Landmarks is 
playing a key role in facilitating 
enhanced use of a historic 
building on Congress Street
B y  N a n c y  H e i s e r

F raternal organizations like the Masonic 
Order have experienced declining membership in 
the last few decades. As a result, many have had to 

relinquish historic buildings that are too large for their 
needs or too costly to maintain.

The prominent Masonic Temple in Portland, which 
occupies a corner commercial block in the Congress Street 
Historic District between First Parish Church and City 
Hall, faces such an uncertain future. It has been on the 
market in the last few years and may go up for sale again, 
as the Masons contemplate a move from the urban center 
to the city outskirts.

In 1989 the Masonic Board of Trustees sold, as a 
commercial office condominium, the portion of the 
building fronting Congress Street. Currently that portion 
is only 50 to 60 percent occupied. Selling the rest of the 
historic building, now used by Masonic affiliates that 
pay rent to the umbrella organization, would likely result 
in alterations to its unique and significant interior. The 
monumental building, designed by Frederick Tompson in 
1910, is an example of Beaux-Arts Classicism. The highly-
ornamented interior includes marble lobbies, a two-story 
paneled library, a 300-seat assembly hall with stage and 
pipe organ, and a Corinthian Room with massive columns, 
wall murals, and large, allegorical stained glass windows.

In 2009 Maine Preservation listed the Masonic Temple 
on its Most Endangered Properties List. One reason is 
its underutilization of commercial and meeting spaces. 
“If a building doesn’t have anyone using it and heat 
and maintenance are suspended, it quickly declines,” 
says Christopher Closs, Field Service Representative 
for Greater Portland Landmarks in cooperation with 
Maine Preservation and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. “This often leads to its abandonment and 
the hidden costs of deferred maintenance, which must 
be compensated for in any future rehabilitation plan.”

Another reason the building is of concern, says Closs, 
is the structure itself. The exterior of the steel frame build-
ing is a combination of limestone and terra cotta. The 

latter material has crazed, and water damage has caused 
some ornamental detail to “explode,” dropping pieces on 
the street and exposing the building to structural water 
infiltration. Terra cotta repairs are technically difficult 
and expensive, although a less expensive alternative exists 
whereby new molds of existing ornamentation are made 
and recast with tinted, high density concrete. In any 
event, repairs must be done in a manner that respects the 
historic character of the National Register-listed building.

Third, much of the building does not meet fire and 
life safety codes. It needs an additional egress stair and 
a sprinkler system, among other things. “There is a 
confluence of outdated systems that make the building, 
increasingly, a nonstarter from an economic standpoint,” 
says Closs.

Various members of the Masonic organization have 
been trying to reach a consensus on how to revitalize 

the property. Last fall, Bob Kahn, then 
Vice-chairman of the Grand Lodge 
who is also an architect, called Greater 
Portland Landmarks and asked to 
meet with Closs. Two things came 
out of that meeting: a commitment to 
enhanced utilization of the property as 
a guiding principle for its disposition, 
and a proposal for GPL to convene the 
Community Advisory Planning Group 
to discuss the building’s future.

A group of Masons and other 
stakeholders from the real estate, 
planning, and public safety arenas have 
met twice to date, and this is yielding 
some interesting and creative results, says 
Closs. The group has discussed ways the 
Masons might retain ownership but also 
make portions of the building available 
for community uses, particularly the 
assembly areas on the first two floors. 
An arts venue or conference space have 
been prominent ideas.

Safety issues loom, however, and 
it may take up to $1.1 million just to 
bring the building up to code. At its first 
meeting, the Group reached consensus 
that a fire and safety code study be the 
first order of business. The study, to 
be completed by mid-September, will 

not only determine how the building’s assembly and 
meeting spaces might be available, initially, for new fee-
based public uses on a limited scale, but also sharpen the 
focus on the cost, schedule, and likely funding sources 
for undertaking remedial work. 

“The city’s Fire Chief, Planning Department, and 
Historic Preservation Program office have been very 
supportive and made helpful suggestions,” says Closs. 
“Without them, we’d be swimming uphill.” 

GPL also suggested the Masonic Temple hire a building 
and program manager who would market the building for 
a range of new community uses, “so it doesn’t drift into 
the doldrums and become stigmatized as Class III space,” 
says Closs. “There is a lot going on to try to reposition 
this building for greater public visibility and utilization,” 
he adds. “It’s a great project. This is one of the premier 
downtown locations in Portland.” n

Portland’s Masonic Temple Faces Uncertain Future

Serving Maine and New Hampshire since 1993.

Providing Residential and Commercial Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and Masonry services. Interior and Exterior; 

Restoration, Renovation, Maintenance,  
Additions and New Construction. 

References available upon request.

Online Portfolio

WWW.SHR-LLC.COM
ADMIN@SHR-LLC.COM

(207) 831-1835

Stone*Henge Restoration
Slate - Copper; Roof - Gutter Repair  

and Restoration Specialists.

Over 3 Generations of Quality Craftsmanship
Specializing in Historical & Architectural Restorations

Slate Roofs n Copper Gutters n Copper Cornicing

247-5372
Route 202, Waterboro

www.heritagecompanyllc.com

 

Old buildings on the cutting edge. . . 
     Restoration brings dignity and purpose to historic structures, 

    and high performance, energy efficient comfort to its occupants. 

10 South Street   Freeport, Maine  04032    207.865.2281
www.tagcon.com

Greater Portland Landmarks is working with stakeholders to ensure that this 
historic gem on Congress Street remains vital.
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Norman Morse, 90, drives himself from his home in Falmouth to 
Greater Portland Landmarks’ offices in the Safford House for an interview. 
He is dressed in a dapper, nautical style, with khaki pants, red knit 
shirt, and a grosgrain belt of red and blue stripes. Morse carries 
himself slowly but his mind is active and his conversation rich with 
stories. A life-long book collector with a passion for architecture, 
Morse recently donated over 100 notable items to the organization’s 
Frances W. Peabody Library. Here are his comments regarding 
his donation and his life-long infatuation with buildings. — N.H.

A
rchitecture has been one of my biggest enjoyments in life, 
even right out of my mother’s womb. I was interested in reading maps 
and floor plans from the day I was born. I thought I wanted to be an 
architect, but there was absolutely no demand. I was offered a job 
in New York City in building management, and I did that instead 
of completing college. This was before Pearl Harbor. Buildings of 

all sorts have always interested me, and that’s why I wanted to get into the business.
World War II came along, and I was in the army for nearly four years. Then I returned 

to the firm, William A. White, in the appraisal department. I worked for the Astor 
family and the Whitney family and got to know the trustees. They wanted a real estate 
man in their law office, and the White office was happy with this. I eventually became 
head of the Astor real estate office and also the real estate office of the Whitney family. 
It’s almost fair to say my business career was 
built around those two prominent families 
whom I got to know.

Whenever the opportunity arose, I went to 
lower Fourth Avenue and browsed the book 
stores. The reason I bought so many books 
on New York is because it is a wonderful 
example of the Beaux-Arts period in American 
architecture, which is my favorite. But I also 
collected many books on other parts of the 
United States.

The period from 1880 to the 1930s was 
a time of great architecture, first because 
of technical advances, and second, because 
there was a plethora of immigrants from 
Europe who were great artisans and they 
could be exploited by the architect and the 
clients. Electricity had not been widely used 
until then. Steel had just been invented. The 
modern skyscraper could not be constructed 
before electricity and steel. I was fascinated 
by all the new buildings being built in my 
lifetime in the 1920s. 

I was also interested in architecture in 
Chicago, and residential architecture. The 
architects then were almost artisans. 

In the last 20 years, there have been some very handsome books published, with 
good floor plans. They establish a very good record. My collection has a lot of books 
published over my lifetime, but especially in the last 20 years. I have books about the New 
York Yacht Club, for example, and the great estate residences in Maine and elsewhere. 
Unlike today, the very rich who hired the best architects followed their suggestions and 
built great monuments, which is more than you can say about the average high rise.

Morse explains how he came to live in Portland, Maine, after living for most of 
his career in Southport, Connecticut, a subdivision of Fairfield, where he served 
on the historic district commission. The suburb is an hour by rail to New York 
City. He also recalls how he got involved with Greater Portland Landmarks.

In 1988 my wife and I bought 387 Spring Street, known as the Gothic House. It is 
a wooden Gothic Revival style house, one of best examples in the country, and it was 
never substantially altered. One family had owned it for 100 years. 

Greater Portland Landmarks saved it from being demolished. In 1971 the Holiday Inn 
was demolishing downtown buildings to make room for the hotel, but Landmarks bought 
it for one dollar under the condition they remove it immediately. They moved it to its 
current location via Commercial Street. They sold it right away to put money back in its 
revolving fund, for $38,000 — the amount of money it cost for moving, foundation, and 
a new lot. It had two owners before us, each for seven or eight years. We bought it in 1986. 

We came to Portland because we determined we’d like to be in the center of a small 
city to be near services. We had a cottage at Christmas Cove, and I had sailed the Maine 
coast, but I did not know Portland. We got to know Greater Portland Landmarks 
because it had put a covenant on the Gothic House forbidding any exterior alterations. 
We wanted to add a garden room where there had once been a porch. 

Part of what attracted us to the house was the fact it was so pure. We extended the 
covenant in perpetuity. About a year after we moved into the house, [GPL] elected me 
a member of their trustees. I was on the board for three years. I’ve been very interested 
in Landmarks and was very pleased when they bought [the Safford House]. They are 
enlarging their mission, with the Center for Architecture and Preservation. n
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You’ll receive free admission to the  

Portland Observatory, the Landmarks Observer,  

10% discount on all Landmarks merchandise and  

much more! Your membership supports historic 

preservation and excellence in new design.
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Greater Portland Landmarks, 93 High St., Portland, Maine 04101

(207) 774-5561 n www.portlandlandmarks.org

Insurance Coverage and Service Tailored To The
Needs of Antique Homes and Their Owners

SERVICE FROM THE EXPERTS
Appraising, protecting and handling
claims on antique homes requires
specialized knowledge. We have the know
how, experience and tools to do it right.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.haleyins.com

Portland, Maine
Office (207) 774-2617 

Fax (207) 774-2869

DANIELT.HALEY
I N S U R A N C E
A G E N C Y

HONESTY & INTEGRITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON.

black and white grey scale 5” X 4”
Ad Approved A081903

21  Eastern Promenade¹�₂

500 Forest Ave. 207-772-1088
Portland www.accentonwindows.net 

Custom  
Window Treatments

Blinds n Draperies
Shades n Shutters
Restoration Design

Residential n Commerical

Where There’s  
A Will…

Estate planning involves important 

decisions that reflect your passions and 

beliefs. When preparing your will,  

please consider including Greater 

Portland Landmarks as a beneficiary.

z
For further information,  

please contact Hilary Bassett 

at Greater Portland Landmarks,  

207-774-5561 x101
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G r a n I t e 
m e m B e r s h I P 
n  J.b. brown & sons

Portland, ME 04101
n  masonry preservation associates

Portland, ME
n  Taggart Construction, inc. 

freeport, ME 

B r I C k 
m e m B e r s h I P
n  elizabeth dubois – re/max by the bay

Portland, ME
n  The Heritage Co. Coppersmiths LLC

E. Waterboro, ME
n  The Highlands

topsham, ME
n  Old World masonry

kingston, NB, Canada
n  people’s united bank 

Portland, ME
n  resurgence engineering & preservation

Portland ME
n  stone*Henge restoration

Portland, ME
n  WbrC architects-engineers

Portland, ME

s h I n G l e
m e m B e r s h I P
n  bagala Window Works

Portland, ME 
n  barba + Wheelock

Portland, ME
n  Committee to restore the abyssinian

Portland, ME
n  east brown Cow management

Portland, ME
n  Growsmart maine

yarmouth, ME
n  dan Kolbert building & renovations LLC

Portland, ME 
n  George m. Libby & sons masonry, inc.

North yarmouth, ME

n  Grandview Window Cleaning
Portland, ME

n  Lachman architects & planners
Portland, ME

n  mid-maine restoration, inc.
Boothbay, ME

n  Ocean Gate realty
Portland, ME

n  mills Whitaker architects, LLC
North Bridgton, ME

n  portland’s Choice realty
Portland, ME

n  sheldon slate products Co. inc.
Monson, ME

n  Turner barker insurance
Portland, ME

n  Van dam architecture & design
Portland, ME

Historic Preservation is good business. Greater Portland Landmarks is honored to recognize our Business Members.

Please join other businesses in protecting and celebrating our historic resources by becoming a GPl Business Member today. you will be recognized for your community support 
with a listing in every issue of the quarterly landmarks observer and receive discounts on advertising and many other great benefi ts. Please call 774-5561 for more information.

Christopher Closs, field representative
Southern and Western Maine
(207) 809-9103
Providing historic preservation technical 
assistance, planning advice, guidance for 
community advocacy, fi eld visits, and 
pre-assessment services

field Services, a joint program of 
Greater Portland landmarks and Maine Preservation in 
partnership with the National trust for historic Preservation

ColuCCi’s 
Hilltop Market
135 Congress St. n Portland n 774-2279

Open 7 days a week, 6am – 11pm
Friday and Saturday, 6am – Midnight 

Muffins & Pastries n Pizza & Calzone
Homemade Dinners

SPeCialS every day

DAVID STENSTROM

207·749·9998  
6O WARREN AVE

PORTLAND ME O41O3
  lastchance@maine.rr.com

REPLICATION OF ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK

CABINETRY FOR HISTORIC HOMES

FURNITURE REPRODUCTIONS

ANTIQUE FURNITURE REPAIR

 LAST CHANCE
   W O O D W O R K I N G

P
ortland’s u.s. custom house is a 
prominent and striking historic landmark 
on the commercial waterfront. built between 
1867 and 1872 to accommodate the city’s 

growing customs business, it is the best example in 
maine of the work of architect alfred b. mullet. The 
structure retains much of the integrity of its original 
construction and is still in use by the federal govern-
ment. Its exterior catches the appreciative eye of many 
who visit the city’s old Port.

In recent months, scaffolding has surrounded the 
building. The exterior masonry is being repointed to 
eliminate moisture penetration. stabilization of some of 
the interior plaster is being done at the same time.

Inside, the building is stunning, but few see it unless they 

are on offi cial business with the department of Homeland 
security. The U.s. General services administration is 
currently evaluating the building to see if it continues 
to meet the needs of the customs department. If not, the 
building will be turned over to other uses. 

“We are still in the process of evaluating the building 
in the context of all the other spaces we occupy in the 
area,” said Paula santangelo, Public affairs offi cer for 
the Gsa’s new england region, in July. “We certainly are 
committed to historic preservation needs and concerns. 
This is a major building in our portfolio.”

For those who crave details about the building, especially 
of the unseen interior, Gsa’s discussion and photographs 
of the architecture of this signifi cant building can be found 
on the agency’s website, www.gsa.gov. —N.H.

What Will become of the Custom House?

Scaffolding covers much of the U.S. Custom House on Fore 
Street as the masonry is repointed.

WatErfrONt rIPPlES
A historic warehouse on Portland’s shore that sparked a waterfront 
preservation movement in the mid-1980s will be soon be renovated 
to house northern new england’s largest law fi rm, Pierce Atwood.

B
uilt about 150 years ago, the building in question on Merrill Wharf in Portland once stored 
rum and molasses. It survived the Great fire of 1866 and saw a number of uses over time. 
In the 1980s a developer sought to convert it into condominiums. It is now home to 
Cumberland Self Storage.

Waterfront Maine owns the warehouse and in May approached the Portland City Council for a 
$2.6 million tax incentive to help fi nance a renovation and conversion of the structure. the council 
approved the fi nancing to encourage the project to go forward. In late July, the law fi rm and the 
city reached a tentative agreement in which the fi rm would pay the city-owned and fi nancially 
troubled Portland fish Exchange to restrict development on two empty and abutting lots. this 
would allow fi shermen to continue using the lots to repair their nets and retain the view of the fore 
river from the new headquarters.

the law fi rm, now situated at One Monument Square, will lease and occupy the upper four 
fl oors of offi ce space. the fi rst fl oor will be set aside for marine uses. 

“the rehabilitation and reuse of this historic waterfront warehouse will bring new vitality to the 
western portion of Commercial Street,” says hilary Bassett, Executive Director of Greater Portland 
landmarks. “It is a structure that refl ects Portland’s heritage as a commercial center and now will 
play an active role in the city’s future.” — n.H.

The law fi rm of Pierce atwood is the lead tenant in the conversion of this waterfront 
cold storage facility into new offi ce space.
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Caption

              •   1 & 2 bedroom custom apartments
              •   Light and airy floor plans
              •   Four season sunrooms
             •   Walk-in closets
            •   Fireplaces, built-in bookshelves
           •   Geneology library
         •            •   Use of common space in historic mansion
       •   Access to services and amenities at 
   The Highlands

Historic Charm...Joy Knight
Color Consultant / Project Coordinator

Paint Design UnlimiteD
Full Service Paint Store

• Color Design For All Surfaces
• Historically Accurate Colors
• Color Matching & Research
• 30 Years Experience
• Interior / Exterior
• Residential / Commercial

207-761-1857
500 Forest Ave.

Portland, ME 04101

Featuring Historic Colors
of

Historic House Gala

Maine Soapstone Company, Inc.
Countertops, Sinks, Masonry, Heaters & Special Projects

Serving All of New England

GARY SAYERS

Office (207) 476-8201  •  Fax (207) 476-5200
Cell (207) 551-7211

P.O. Box 708, Fort Fairfield, ME 04742

mainesoapstone@hotmail.com www.MaineSoapstone.com

T
w o  h u n d r e d  g u e s t s  
gathered on a glorious and warm 
May 27 to celebrate 100 years of the 
George West Mansion in Portland. 
The building’s striking yellow 
brick exterior, tile roof, and Ionic  
columns supporting a two-story 

portico turn the heads of many visitors to the Western 
Promenade. The owners graciously allowed Greater 
Portland Landmarks to hold its annual historic house gala 
and fundraiser here. Guests sipped wine and milled about 
the home’s interior, taking in its grand staircase and rooms.  
A popular spot was the second-floor balcony with  
bird’s eye views of the Western Prom, jetport, and Fore 
River as the sun descended.

Earle Shettleworth, Jr., Director of the Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission, spoke briefly 

about the stunning Georgian Revival home designed 
by Frederick A. Tompson. The Portland Sunday 
Telegram featured it in a story when it was built.  
“It was considered the most elaborate house of its time in 
Portland,” he said. “All Portland was stirred with interest” 
as it was under construction in 1911.

Aurora Provisions provided a bountiful appetizer 
spread in the dining room and finger food served by 
roving Waynflete students. Kinda Blue, a jazz band of 
musicians from Westbrook High School, entertained.

Greater Portland Landmarks thanks the generous 
hosts Gary and Doreen Elliot, our host committee, 
and the sponsors of this event: Meridian Mortgage 
Company, Taggart Construction, H.M. Payson & 
Co., Benchmark Real Estate, Masonry Preservation 
Associates, Curtis Thaxter Attorneys at Law, and Maine 
Home + Design. —N.H.

 Portland, Maine     (207) 775-9085     www.CornerStoneBR.com

Residential & Commercial Restoration, Renovation,  
Maintenance, Additions and New Construction.

18 Howard Street, Portland - East End    www.18howardst.com

Before After Before After

Greater Portland Landmarks members and friends celebrate beautiful architecture

Your Security is our business.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Security Systems  •  Fire Alarm Systems   •  Card Access Systems  •   Closed Circuit TV

Sprinkler Monitoring   •   Temperature Monitoring

A skilled technician is always readily available to address your security concerns.
We invite you to call and learn more about our services.

10 Princes Point Road     Yarmouth, Maine  04096

207.846.3350
www.cunninghamsecurity.com  

Join GPL – please see page 10


